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SUBJECT: The Regulatory Program of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ Sacramento
District (USACE) proposes to develop a programmatic agreement (PA) as a program
alternative for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
within the State of Nevada. This notice is to inform the public of the proposed PA
development and to solicit comments. This notice may also be viewed at the Corps
website at www.spk.usace.army.mil/Media/RegulatoryPublicNotices.aspx.

REPLY TO: spkregulatorymailbox@usace.army.mil (Ref. File No. SPK-2026-00197)

AUTHORITY: In accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
of 1966, as amended (Section 106) (codified at 54 U.S.C. § 306108), and all applicable
regulations, and consistent with 36 CFR § 800.14(b), the Corps proposes to develop a
PA as an alternative procedure for Section 106 compliance.

LOCATION: The proposed PA would apply to undertakings administered under the
Regulatory Program in the State of Nevada for which the Corps is the lead federal
agency for compliance with Section 106. The proposed PA would exclude undertakings
that occur on affected federal and tribal lands, as defined in 36 CFR § 800.16(x).

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Each year, the Corps completes consultation with the
Nevada State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) on undertakings subsequently
authorized under the Regulatory Program. To ensure compliance with Section 106,
reduce agency workload, and increase efficiency and consistency within the Regulatory
Program, the USACE seeks to develop alternative procedures under a state-wide
Program-level PA with the Nevada SHPO. Our goal is to reduce the overall permit
application review times for activities subject to Department of the Army (DA)
authorization by accomplishing the objectives of Section 106 in a more flexible and
expeditious manner.

The following is a proposed framework of actions to be included in the proposed
Nevada PA:

1. Exclusion from individual consultation with the SHPO. This would apply to
individual, small-scale permit actions (undertakings) resulting in a finding of “no
historic properties affected”.

2. Emergency Situations. Develop procedures for taking historic properties into
account during operations which respond to a declared disaster or emergency.

3. Post-Review Discoveries. Develop procedures to govern the actions to be
taken when historic properties are discovered during implementation of an
undertaking.
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CONSIDERATION OF COMMENTS: The benefit, which reasonably may be expected
to accrue from the use of the proposed PA, must be balanced against its reasonably
foreseeable detriments. USACE is soliciting comments from the public, Federal, State,
and local agencies and officials, Native American tribes, and other interested parties in
order to consider and evaluate the potential benefits and impacts of the proposal, as
well as recommendations and considerations for development of the proposed PA. Any
comments received will be considered by USACE during development of the proposed
PA. Comments are also used to determine the overall public interest of the proposed
PA development. USACE is also interested in receiving comments related to the
proposal's potential effects on overall permit application review times for activities
subject to DA authorization.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS: The Sacramento District will receive written comments on
the proposed programmatic agreement, as outlined above, until September 03, 2026.
Comments should be submitted electronically via the Regulatory Request System
(RRS) at https://rrs.usace.army.mil/rrs or to: spkregulatorymailbox@usace.army.mil.
Please note that all comment letters received are subject to release to the public
through the Freedom of Information Act. If you have questions or need additional
information, please contact the SPK Regulatory Mailbox at the email address above.
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