
 
 

 
   

    
 

 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 

 

 

 

   

 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, SACRAMENTO 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
1325 J STREET 

SACRAMENTO CA 95814-2922 
REPLY TO 
ATTENTION OF 

CESPK-RD 28 July 2009 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: Traditional Navigable Water (TNW); Navigable-In-Fact Determination for Sevier 
Bridge Reservoir (Yuba Lake) (SPK-2008-01140) 

1. I have determined that Sevier Bridge Reservoir (Yuba Lake), is considered navigable-in-fact 
based on interstate commerce connections and past, present and future use by recreational and 
commercial water craft.  

2. This determination is made in accordance to Appendix D of the Rapanos Guidance. 

3. Sevier Bridge Reservoir, commonly known as Yuba Lake, is located in a long narrow central 
Utah valley between the Valley Mountains and the San Pitch Mountains, in Juab and Sanpete 
counties, south of Levan and north of Gunnison, Utah. 

4. Sevier Bridge Reservoir is an impoundment of the Sevier River.  In 1914, an earth-filled dam 
was constructed along the Sevier River, forming the Sevier Bridge Reservoir.  The reservoir was 
constructed for the impoundment of irrigation water.  The Sevier River watershed covers a large 
portion of the central part of Utah. Everything from Panguitch, located approximately 100 miles 
to the south, to Manti located approximately 20 miles to the northeast, drains into the Sevier 
Bridge Reservoir. Water flowing from the Reservoir continues to flow west along the Sevier 
River. The river ultimately discharges to Sevier Lake, a closed basin dry lake southwest of Delta, 
Utah. 

5. The reservoir is situated approximately 4,978 feet above sea level and covers a surface area of 
approximately 10,905 acres or 17 square miles.  The reservoir is approximately 19 miles long, 3.1 
miles wide, and has approximately 34.8 miles of shoreline.  It has a maximum depth of 74 feet, a 
capacity of 236,145 acre-feet and a drawdown of 101,633 acre-feet. 

6. Piute Reservoir is located approximately 60 miles to the south (upstream) of the Sevier Bridge 
Reservoir (Yuba Lake). A Traditional Navigable Water; Navigable In-Fact Determination was 
made for Piute Reservoir (SPK-2007-02144). 

7. Sevier Bridge Reservoir (Yuba Lake) is used as a recreation area for fishing, swimming, 
boating, camping, waterskiing, waterfowl hunting in season, and picnicking, with easy access for 
communities located to the north or south.  The shoreline is about 50% privately owned with BLM 
comprising the remaining 50%.  Public access is unrestricted. 



 

  
 

 

  

  

 

     

 
 

  
  
  
 

 
  
  
  
  
 

 
 

CESPK-RD 
SUBJECT: Navigable-In-Fact Determination for (ID SPK-2008-01140) 

8. Interstate commerce occurs at the fee stations for the two public boat ramps and several 
campgrounds including a campground with boat-in only access.  Access to the boat ramps and 
campsites is controlled by the Utah Department of Natural Resources, State Parks Division.  The 
park is open from 6:00am to 10:00pm year round.  The fee schedule in 2009 for day-use permit 
and camping is as follows: 

Day Visits: $7 day-use permit covers watercraft launches. Annual passes available at the 
Yuba State Park Office. 

Overnight Camping: 
Oasis Campground: $16 
Extra Vehicles, at Oasis Only - $8 
East Beach - Eagle View Boat-In Campground: $10 / $15 with boat dock 
North and West Beaches: $10 
Painted Rock Campground: $10 
Group Area Oasis Campground: $100 (maximum 75 people) 
Group Area Painted Rocks: $100 (maximum 150 people) 

Additionally, at least one private company, Invert Sports, advertises water-craft rental and 
delivery to Sevier Bridge Reservoir.  The lake is also host to fishing tournaments and a triathlon 
which draws people from other states to the lake.      

9. The attached maps indicate the location of the traditional navigable waters in Juab and Sanpete 
Counties, Utah, including the subject reach of the Sevier Bridge Reservoir.   

10. List of Reference Material: 

o Utah Department of Environmental Quality, Lake Reports, Sevier Bridge Reservoir (Yuba 
Lake) http://www.waterquality.utah.gov/watersheds/lakes.htm 

o http://www.utah.com/stateparks/yuba.htm 
o http://stateparks.utah.gov/stateparks/parks/yuba/ 
o http://www.go-utah.com/Invert-Sports/ 
o http://www.blm.gov/ut/st/en/fo/fillmore/recreation/special_recreation/yuba_lake_recreatio 

n.html 
o http://www.waterhistory.org/histories/delta/ 
o http://racetri.blogspot.com/2008/09/yuba-2008-olympic-triathlon-yuba-lake.html 
o http://rockymountainanglers.com/rma-tournaments.htm 
o Location maps and Aerials – USGS The National Map: https://www.nationalmap.gov/ 
o USGS 1:24,000 – Hayes Canyon, Hells Kitchen Canyon SW, Scipio North Skinner Peaks, 

Mills 
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CESPK-RD 
SUBJECT: Navigable-In-Fact Determination for (ID SPK-2008-01140) 

11. POC: Timothy Witman in the Utah Regulatory Office is the point of contact for this 
determination and may be reached at 801- 295-8380, ext. 17; or email 
Timothy.R.Witman@usace.army.mil. 

MICHAEL S. JEWELL 
      Chief, Regulatory Division 
      Sacramento District 
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