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Identify wetland and upland points along with community changes
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Identify areas, community type, sample point locations, 
date of map, contact information, references
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Why are there standards for maps and 
drawings?

 Improve the quality and 
consistency 

 Simplify the review process by 
project managers

 Good maps = clear story = 
faster review times and fewer 
requests for additional 
information
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General Standards

Submission of both a location (vicinity) map AND plan view 
map is a minimum requirement

 Location Maps
► At least one must use a USGS 7.5-minute quadrangle sheet as its 

basemap

► Quadrangle name identified

► Project study boundary clearly outlined and annotated

► Should include recognizable landmarks

► Include adjacent local roadways

► North arrow



BUILDING STRONG®

General Standards

Submission of both a location (vicinity) map AND plan view 
map is a minimum requirement

 Plan View Maps
► At least two control points on opposite corners, with latitude and longitude 

clearly annotated

► Date prepared/revised

► Name and organization of the map preparer

► Bar scale and scale text

► North arrow
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General Standards

Submission of both a location (vicinity) map AND plan view 
map is a minimum requirement

 Plan View Maps
► Legend for all relevant features on the map – this means wetlands and 

other waters of the U.S., the project boundary, project construction 
footprint, impacts to waters of the U.S., etc.  

• Legend should include acres or square feet in parentheses for EVERY relevant 
feature or class of features! 

► If elevations are shown, the vertical datum being used must be indicated 
on the map

► Locations of any cross-sectional views must be annotated clearly 
(e.g. A-A’)
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General Standards

 Basemaps used in Plan View Maps
► Topography is required, and should be shown on at least one map

► Aerial photography (if used)
• Date stamped

• Orthorectified

• Source identified

• Choose imagery with maximum visibility of aquatic resources (e.g. wet season)
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Specific Standards

 Cross-Sectional Views
► Must have a bar scale and scale text, for both the horizontal and vertical 

dimensions

► Vertical datum must be indicated

► If there are tidal areas within survey area, identify the location and 
elevation of both the Mean High Water and the High Tide Line

► Cross-Sectional Views are required for:
• Proposed Projects / Construction Drawings

• Mitigation Plans / Long Term Preservation Maps

• As-Builts / Post-Construction Drawings

► Cross-Sectional Views for Delineation Maps are required at PM’s discretion
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Specific Standards

 Proposed Projects
► All proposed impacts, structures, and limits of work within and adjacent to 

wetlands and potential waters of the U.S. must be shown

► Clearly annotate all impacts of work as either permanent or temporary 
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Specific Standards

 Post-Construction Drawings (As-Builts)
► Should be the same size and spatial alignment as the authorized grading 

plans

► Any deviations from fills and structures authorized as part of an approved 
pre-construction map must be indicated. 
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Specific Standards

 Delineation Maps
► Survey area boundary should be clearly symbolized, and should include all 

potential waters of the U.S.

► Location and extent of all areas meeting the three wetland criteria, and/or 
having an Ordinary High Water Mark, must be shown on the map, even if 
area is a potential “Preamble Water” (e.g., upland ditch)

► Each type of boundary (e.g., OHWM, wetland, high tide line) must be 
clearly symbolized and differentiated

► Each line or polygon representing a potential water of the U.S. must be 
labeled with a unique name
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Specific Standards

 Delineation Maps
► Show locations of all data points, labeled according to their corresponding 

data sheets

► A wetland boundary should be based on at least one set of paired data 
points; one data point within the proposed wetland boundary, and one 
immediately outside of it.
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Specific Standards

 Delineation Maps
► Identify the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM)

• Show representative widths between the OHWMs on opposing banks using a transect line 
labeled with the width in feet

• An average width may be acceptable for uniform channel reaches

• Cross section may be required by the PM.  If required, indicate the OHWM elevation

► If there are tidal areas within the survey area, identify location and 
elevation of Mean High Water and High Tide Line on all maps and cross 
sections
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Specific Standards

 Mitigation Plans and Long-Term Preservation Maps
► Mitigation boundaries must be clearly differentiated based on mitigation 

type
• Establishment

• Re-establishment

• Rehabilitation

• Enhancement

• Preservation

► Current Map and Drawing Standards ask that boundaries be differentiated 
using different kinds of dotted and dashed lines.
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Specific Standards

 Mitigation Plans and Long-Term Preservation Maps
► Updated Standards will require mitigation areas to be differentiated by 

using different hatched fill symbols, rather than by different border line 
types

► All mitigation sites and Long-Term Preservation boundaries must be clearly 
labeled with a unique name

► Locations of mitigation sites must be shown relative to other landscape 
features and habitat types (e.g., riparian corridor, wetland complex, etc.)
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Specific Standards

 Mitigation Monitoring Report Maps
► Ground photographs included in reports must be accompanied by a map of 

photo points

► Each photo point must be annotated with a number and an arrow indicating 
the compass direction in which it was taken

► The photo itself should have a legend indicating photo number, the 
compass direction in which it was taken, the photo’s geographic 
coordinates, and a brief explanation of the photo’s relevance
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Specific Standards

 Mitigation Monitoring Report Maps
► Each discrete mitigation site must be shown on the map

► Each site should be annotated or symbolized to indicate the mitigation type 
and the target habitat type

► Any sampling presented in the monitoring report should be shown on the 
map
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http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx
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What’s New?

 Definition of Waters 
of the U.S. 
regulation published 
29 June 2015 (80 
Fed. Reg. 37054-
37127)
 Stayed
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What’s New

 Minimum Standards for the Acceptance of 
Aquatic Resources Delineation Reports, 
update effective January 2016
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What’s New

 Connectivity of Streams and Wetlands to 
Downstream Waters: A Review and 
Synthesis of the Scientific Evidence 
January 2015 
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What’s New?

 Guide to OHWM Delineation for Non-
Perennial Streams in the Western 
Mountains Valleys and Coast
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What’s New?

 Proposed annual update to the National 
Wetland Plant List September 2015
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What’s New?

 SPD Irrigated Wetlands Delineation 
Procedures (12510-SPD)
 Formerly irrigated lands hydrology study, in 

progress
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PJD vs. AJD
Preliminary Jurisdictional 
Determination

Approved Jurisdictional 
Determination

Not appealable (instead request an 
AJD)

Appealable

No set expiration date Expires after 5 years
Cannot use to disclaim jurisdiction over 
an aquatic resource

Required to disclaim jurisdiction over 
an aquatic resource

Not posted on the web Posted on the web

Sufficient for permitting Sufficient for permitting



BUILDING STRONG®

AJD/PJD FAQs

I have a non-tidal irrigation ditch excavated 
on dry land in my study area. Can I just 
leave it off the map and do a PJD? 
No, if it’s an aquatic resource it needs to be 
on the map. If it’s a preamble excluded 
water then the Corps will need to do an AJD 
to disclaim jurisdiction.
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AJD/PJD FAQs

Does the Corps have to coordinate all 
Approved JDs with EPA?

No, the Corps is only required to coordinate 
isolated & significant nexus calls with EPA. 
Other non-jurisdictional findings (i.e., 
preamble excluded waters) do not required 
EPA coordination but do require an AJD.
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AJD/PJD FAQs

What about puddles? The stayed rule talks 
about these in the same context as the 1986 
preamble excluded waters. Do I have to 
map those?
No, puddles are not aquatic resources since 
they do not have an OHWM nor are they wet 
long enough to meet the definition of 
wetland. 
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AJD/PJD FAQs

What if I don’t specify the type of jurisdiction 
determination.

Sacramento District’s policy is to process a 
PJD if the request doesn’t specify.
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AJD/PJD FAQs

How long is EPA’s review of an Approved 
JD?

15 days for a significant nexus 
determination, 21 days for isolated
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AJD/PJD FAQs

Can the Corps issue an Approved JD when I 
asked for a Preliminary JD?

Yes, when jurisdiction is contested or when 
the Corps determines that it does not have 
jurisdiction over an aquatic resource 
(Regulatory Guidance Letter 08-02)
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AJD/PJD FAQs

Where can I find jurisdictional 
determinations on the web?

The Sacramento District publishes all of its 
approved jurisdictional determinations at 
http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Reg
ulatory/Jurisdiction.aspx

http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/Jurisdiction.aspx
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