
US Army Corps of Engineers
BUILDING STRONG®

Complete Permit Applications

February 22, 2016

Lisa Gibson

Regulatory Permit Specialist

Sacramento District

Lisa.m.gibson2@usace.army.mil

916-557-5288



BUILDING STRONG®

Content
 Complete Pre-Construction Notification (PCN) for 

Nationwide Permits in California

 Complete notification for Regional General Permit 
(RGP) 5, Small Erosion Repair Program

 Complete notification for RGP 8, Emergency 
Actions

 Complete Application for Section 404 Letter of 
Permission

 Complete Application for Standard Permit
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 A pre-construction notification (PCN) is a notification to 
Corps of the intent to construct a project under a specific 
Nationwide Permit (NWP)

 How to determine if PCN is required:
► NWP terms identify whether PCN is required for NWP

► General Conditions (GC) may include additional PCN 
requirements (e.g. GC 18 and 20)

► Regional Conditions (RC) may include additional PCN 
requirements

Pre-Construction Notification
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PCN Requirements
General Conditions
 GC 31

► Name, address, phone number
► Location of project
► Description of proposed project

• Purpose

• Direct and indirect adverse environmental effects, including amount of “loss” of WOUS in 
acres, linear feet

• Any other NWPs, RGPs, or IPs used or intended to be used

• Sufficiently detailed to allow DE to determine adverse effects

• Sketches should be provided when necessary

► Delineation of wetlands, special aquatic sites and other waters
• Prepared in accordance with current method required by Corps

► If >1/10 acre of loss of wetlands, and PCN required, statement of how 
mitigation will be satisfied or why should not be required
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PCN Requirements
 GC 31

► If listed species or critical habitat affected/in vicinity, names of species that might 
be affected. Federal applicants provide documentation of compliance

► If activity may affect historic property, state which property may be affected by 
proposed work. Federal applicants provide documentation for compliance

Regional Conditions
 CA RC 1

► SPD PCN Checklist or DA 4345 with attachment providing information on 
compliance with all General and Regional Conditions

► Written statement on how activity has been designed to avoid and minimize 
temporary and permanent adverse effects to WOUS

► Plan and cross-section view drawings of the project, meeting current standards

► Numbered and dated pre-project color photos with compass angle and position 
identified on plan-view drawings
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PCN Requirements
 CA RC 5

► For temporary fills PCN includes
• Description of temporary fill

• Type and amount of material to be placed

• Area proposed to be impacted

• Proposed plan for restoration to pre-project contours and conditions, including 
re-vegetation

• Reasons why avoidance of temporary impacts not practicable

 CA RC 19
► For NWPs 13 and 14: request to utilize non-vegetated techniques for 

bank stabilization must include information on why the sole use of 
vegetated techniques is not practicable
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PCN Requirements
 CA RC 23

► Requests to waive 300 lf limit for NWPs 21, 29, 39, 40, 42, 43, 44, 50, 51, 
and 52 or to waive 500 lf limit along the bank for NWP 13

• Narrative description of stream
 Volume and duration of flow
 Approximate length, width, depth of waterbody
 Characteristic associated with ordinary high water mark (e.g. bed and bank, wrack 

line or scour marks)
 Description of adjacent vegetation community
 Statement regarding wetland status of adjacent area
 Surrounding land use
 Water quality
 Issues related to cumulative impacts in watershed
 Any other relevant information

• Analysis of proposed impacts to the waterbody per  GC 31 and RC 1
• Measures taken to avoid and minimize losses of waters of the U.S., including 

other methods of constructing activity
• Compensatory mitigation plan
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RGP 5
 RGP 5, Small Erosion Repair Program (SERP)

► Issued to the California Department of Water Resources

► Issued May 6, 2014, Expires May 6, 2019

► Authorizes activities within the Sacramento River Flood Control Project 
(SRFCP) under the SERP.

► Authorizes the discharge of up to a maximum of 72,000 cubic yards (5 
year total) of soil filled riprap, to repair a maximum of 15 sites each year 
over 5 years.  Each site would involve the maximum of 0.5 acre (1,000 lf) 
of disturbance below the OHWM/MHWM/HTL for repair of small erosion 
sites along portions of the SRFCP.  No project would exceed 0.5 acre of 
disturbance or would extend for more than 1,000 feet.



BUILDING STRONG®

RGP 5
 Notification Requirements

► Submit a completed and signed SERP Project Notification form requesting 
verification under the RGP (included in Section 5 of the SERP Manual)

► Must submit a Notification Package containing
• Completed SERP Project Notification Form

• Description of how each site would comply with the conditions of the RGP

• Vicinity map, plan-view, and cross-section drawings showing location, size, and dimensions 
of activity, OHWM, HTL/MHWM following current standards

• Delineation of waters of the U.S., meeting current standards

• Information sufficient to demonstrate compliance with USFWS and NMFS biological 
opinions

• Description of measures taken to avoid and minimize impacts

• Description of historic properties that may be affected

• Pre-project color photographs of repair site, shoreline, upstream, downstream, and across 
channel (location identified on plan-view drawings)

• Evidence have applied for and/or received required permits from CA State Lands 
Commission
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RGP 8
 Regional General Permit (RGP) 8, Emergency Actions

► Issued January 1, 2015, Expires December 31, 2019

► Authorizes discharges of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S. 
for emergency repair and rehabilitation of previously authorized, currently 
serviceable, structures or fills, in which the Corps determines an 
emergency action is necessary, provided the project is initiated within 7 
days of receiving authorization from the Corps

► An emergency incident is an occurrence that presents a clear, sudden, 
unexpected, and imminent threat to life or property demanding immediate 
action to prevent or mitigate loss of, or damage to, life, health, property or 
essential public services activities (i.e. situation which would result in an 
unacceptable hazard to life, a significant loss of property, or an 
immediate, unforeseen, and significant economic hardship if corrective 
action requiring a permit is not undertaken within a time period less than 
the normal time needed to process the application).
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RGP 8
 Notification Requirements

► Name, address, telephone number, email of applicant and agent

► Location 
• Identification of affected waters

• Latitude and longitude

• Boundaries depicted on USGS topographic map or other location map

• Detailed directions

► Description of proposed work
• Drawings with plans and sections with approximate existing contours showing approximate 

acreage and/or linear feet relative to OHWM/MHWM/limit of wetland

• Construction details, including type and quantity of materials, equipment to be used

► Description of existing conditions and anticipated environmental impacts
• Type and extent of vegetation and/or habitat that would be disturbed or lost

• Pre-construction photographs
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RGP 8
 Notification Requirements (cont’d)

► Proposed measures to avoid and minimize impacts to aquatic environment

► Description of anticipated impacts on Federally-listed threatened and/or 
endangered species

• Description of action to be considered

• Description of the specific area that may be affected

• Description of listed species or critical habitat that may be affected

• Description of the manner in which the action may affect species/critical habitat 
and analysis of cumulative impacts

• Relevant reports

• Other relevant Information

► Description of any historic properties which may be affected, 
including vicinity map identifying resources and location

► Description of how activities will comply with conditions for RGP
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Letter of Permission (LOP)
 Permit issued through abbreviated processing which 

includes coordination with Federal and state fish and 
wildlife agencies and public interest evaluation without 
Public Notice

 May be used
► In cases subject to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act when 

Corps determines work would be minor, would not have significant 
individual or cumulative impacts on environmental values and should 
encounter no appreciable opposition

► In cases subject to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act after
• The Corps, through consultation with applicable agencies develops a list of 

categories of activities proposed for authorization under LOP procedures

• Corps issues public notice advertising proposed list and LOP procedures, 
requesting comments and offering opportunity for a public hearing

• A Section 401 WQC has been issued/waived, on a generic or individual 
basis
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LOP (cont’d)
 Section 10 LOP:

► Complete Application contains same information as for 
Standard Permit

 Section 404 LOP
► LOP procedures issued by Sacramento District on March 1, 2010 

(revised September 16, 2013)

► Categories of activities

• Those which will result in the loss of no more than 1 acre of 
waters of the U.S. or 500 lf of streambed or bank

• Would have individual and  cumulative minimal effects
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LOP (cont’d)
► Section 404 LOP

• Activities:
 Residential, commercial, industrial, recreational, agricultural, and 

municipal development

 Transportation and infrastructure

 Energy

 Utility line repair and maintenance

 Mining

 Flood control and storm-water management

 Research, testing, and monitoring

 Environmental remediation and restoration

 Repair, rehabilitation, or maintenance including minor maintenance 
dredging using existing disposal sites

 Docks

 Boat ramps
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Section 404 LOP
 Notification Requirements

► Cover letter requesting Lop under procedures, referencing Corps’ ID 
number and contact information

• Mailing and e-mail address and telephone and fax numbers

► Completed ENG Form 4345

► Approve or preliminary JD, including copy of delineation map

► Site location maps including the proposed activity (and where appropriate 
mitigation) sites on USGS 7.5 quad sheets, with latitude and longitude, 
name of quad sheet, direction to the site, and aerial and other imagery

► Complete description of proposed activity
• Plan and profile view drawings relative to location of waters of the U.S. showing 

areas, types and acreages of waters to be impacted

• Pre-construction of the site and representative aquatic resources with locations 
identified on plan-view drawings
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Section 404 LOP (cont’d)
 Notification Requirements

► Total area (acreage) of waters of the U.S. to be directly/indirectly affected, 
volume (in cubic yards) and type of material to be placed in waters of the 
U.S.; description of habitat types, including plant communities within and 
surrounding the site; description of how activity would affect all of the 
above resources. 

► Description and graphical representation of how impact to waters of the 
U.S. and functions have been avoided and minimized to maximum extent 
practicable

• Identify all BMPs proposed

► Description of potential cumulative, secondary, and/or indirect impacts to 
aquatic resources and human environment

► Proposed schedule

► Documentation of pre-application coordination with Corps and other 
agencies
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Section 404 LOP (cont’d)
 Notification Requirements

► Information in report form regarding on-site and off-site practicable 
alternatives &relative environmental impacts of alternatives

► Compensatory mitigation plan in accordance with 33 CFR 332
• If proposed purchase at mitigation bank, include proposed bank name and type 

of credits 

► Copies of state/local approvals, evidence of application for Section 401 
WQC or waiver
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Section 404 LOP (cont’d)
 Notification Requirements

► Copies of Biological Assessment for impacts to Federally-listed 
threatened/endangered species

• Description of action to be considered

• Description of the specific area that may be affected

• Description of listed species or critical habitat that may be affected

• Description of the manner in which the action may affect species/critical habitat 
and analysis of cumulative impacts

• Relevant reports

• Other relevant Information

► Copies of cultural resources report in accordance with Corps guidelines 
for compliance with  Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act
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Standard Permit
 Type of Individual Permit required if project cannot be 

authorized under NWP, RGP, or LOP

 Generally more than minimal individual/cumulative 
adverse effects

 Processed through public interest review, including public 
notice and receipt of comments
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Standard Permit
 Requirements for Complete Application

► Must submit a completed and signed ENG Form 4345

► Complete description of proposed activity
• Necessary drawings, sketches, or plans sufficient for public notice

• Location, purpose and need for proposed activity

• Name and addresses of adjoining property owners

• Location and dimensions of adjacent structures

• List of authorizations required by other agencies, including approvals and 
denials made

► All activities the applicant plans that are reasonably related to same 
project and would require DA permit should be included in the same 
application

► If dredging, application must include description of type, composition and 
quantity of material to be dredged, method for dredging, and plans for 
disposal
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Standard Permit
 Requirements for Complete Application

► If activity would include discharge of dredged/fill material or transportation 
of dredge material for ocean disposal, application must include 

• Source of material

• Purpose of discharge

• Description of type, composition, and quality of material

• Method of transportation and disposal

• Location of disposal site

► If activity would include construction of filled area or pile or float-supported 
structure, must include use of, and specific structures to be erected on the 
fill or platform

► If activity would involve construction of impoundment structure, applicant 
may be required to demonstrate that structure complies with established 
state dam safety criteria or structure has  been designed by qualified 
persons (may be independently reviewed)
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Standard Permit
 Requirements for Complete Application

► For discharges into waters of the U.S., must include
• Statement describing how impacts are to be avoided and minimized

• Statement describing how impacts are to be compensated for or a statement 
explaining why compensatory mitigation should not  be required
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Standard Permit
 What’s not required? (but is recommended)

► Photographs

► Information for compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
(required before a permit decision is made)

► Cultural resources information (required before a permit decision is made)

► Alternatives information for compliance with the Section 404(b)(1) 
Guidelines (required before a permit decision is made if Section 404 
activity)

► A draft/final mitigation and monitoring plan/long-term management plan for 
compensatory mitigation (Final plan required before a permit decision is 
made, if permittee-responsible compensatory mitigation)
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QUESTIONS?


