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What’s New?

 Definition of Waters 
of the U.S. 
regulation published 
29 June 2015 (80 
Fed. Reg. 37054-
37127)
 Stayed
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What’s New

 Minimum Standards for the Acceptance of 
Aquatic Resources Delineation Reports, 
update effective January 2016
►http://1.usa.gov/1V68IYa
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What’s New

 Connectivity literature review published 
January 2015 
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What’s New?

 Guide to OHWM Delineation for Non-
Perennial Streams in the Western 
Mountains Valleys and Coast
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What’s New?

 Proposed annual update to the National 
Wetland Plant List September 2015
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What’s New?

 SPD Irrigated Wetlands Delineation 
Procedures (12510-SPD)
 Formerly irrigated lands hydrology study, in 

progress
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Common Pitfalls

 Vague or incomplete data sheets
 Sample point placement
 Antecedent precipitation and drought
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WETS tables
• USDA National Water and Climate Center 

(http://www.wcc.nrcs.usda.gov/climate/navigate_wets.html)
• Analyze monthly precipitation data from >8,000 National 

Weather Service stations
• Based on a standard 30 years of rainfall data
• Provide monthly and annual thresholds for:

Below normal rainfall (lowest 3 years in 10)
Above normal rainfall (highest 3 years in 10)

Evaluating Normal Rain Fall
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https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/efotg_locator.aspx?map=US
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PJD vs. AJD
Preliminary Jurisdictional 
Determination

Approved Jurisdictional 
Determination

Not appealable (instead request an 
AJD)

Appealable

No set expiration date Expires after 5 years
Cannot use to disclaim jurisdiction over 
an aquatic resource

Required to disclaim jurisdiction over 
an aquatic resource

Not posted on the web Posted on the web

Sufficient for permitting Sufficient for permitting
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AJD/PJD FAQs

I have a non-tidal irrigation ditch excavated 
on dry land in my study area. Can I just 
leave it off the map and do a PJD? 
No, if it’s an aquatic resource it needs to be 
on the map. If it’s a preamble excluded 
water then the Corps will need to do an AJD 
to disclaim jurisdiction.
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AJD/PJD FAQs

Does the Corps have to coordinate all 
Approved JDs with EPA?

No, the Corps is only required to coordinate 
isolated & significant nexus calls with EPA. 
Other non-jurisdictional findings (i.e., 
preamble excluded waters) do not required 
EPA coordination but do require an AJD.



BUILDING STRONG®

AJD/PJD FAQs

What about puddles? The stayed rule talks 
about these in the same context as the 1986 
preamble excluded waters. Do I have to 
map those?
No, puddles are not aquatic resources since 
they do not have an OHWM nor are they wet 
long enough to meet the definition of 
wetland. 
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AJD/PJD FAQs

How long is EPA’s review of an Approved 
JD?

15 days for a significant nexus 
determination, 21 days for isolated
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AJD/PJD FAQs

Can the Corps issue an Approved JD when I 
asked for a Preliminary JD?

Yes, when jurisdiction is contested or when 
the Corps determines that it does not have 
jurisdiction over an aquatic resource 
(Regulatory Guidance Letter 08-02)
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AJD/PJD FAQs

Where can I find jurisdictional 
determinations on the web?

The Sacramento District publishes all of its 
approved jurisdictional determinations at 
http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Reg
ulatory/Jurisdiction.aspx


