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Mitigation Ratio-Setting 
Procedure

 Finalized: April 20, 2011
 Current version: October 2013
 Benefits:

– Provides structured decision-making procedure 
while retaining flexibility

– Allows for qualitative or quantitative assessments of 
impacts & mitigation

– Results in a written rationale (decision document) 
for each ratio determination

– Includes guidance for each step (consistency)
 Incorporates use of functional/condition assessments when 

available/required



BUILDING STRONG®

Attachment 1 (page 1)
SPD Mitigation Ratio Setting Checklist
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Attachment 1 (page 2)
SPD Mitigation Ratio Setting Checklist
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Checklist Step 1

 One checklist per impact site or resource type
 Start with mitigation option A  B  C
 Alternatives (Columns):

– A only (1 mitigation proposal)
– A and B… (mulitple mitigation proposals)
– A vs B (compare two proposals)
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Checklist Step 2

 Starting Ratio 1:1
 1:1 +/- adjustment = 

baseline ratio
 Details in PM Justification 

(BPJ)
 Table is a guide

 Range =   -2 to 4
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Checklist Step 3

 Either Step 2 or Step 3
 Determination that a functional/condition assessment 

is appropriate 
 Complete BAMI spreadsheet
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BAMI Spreadsheet
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Checklist Steps 4 & 5

 Step 4
– Define “watershed”
– Inside of watershed = 0, outside of watershed = +1

 Step 5
– Re-establishment or establishment = 0
– Rehabilitation, enhancement, or preservation = +1
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Checklist Steps 6 & 7

 Step 6
– From Rare to Common = +0.25 to + 4.0
– From common to rare = -0.25 to -4.0
– Similar = 0

 Step 7
– Analyze several factors – Permittee-responsible, difficult to 

replace, modified hydrology, long-term maintenance, long-
term preservation, etc… 

– Adjustment ranges +0.1 to +0.3
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Checklist Step 8

 Known scheduled delays
– Multiply number of months by 0.05

 Full Replacement of functions
– Trees/woodlands or saltmarsh = +3
– Shrubs = +2
– Herbaceous = +1
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Checklist Steps 9 & 10

 Adjustments are additive
 Minimum 1:1 ratio unless a function/condition assessment is 

used
 Describe final mitigation in step 10
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Attachment 3
Examples of Mitigation Ratio Setting Checklist

We’ll go through example #1.
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Attachment 3
Example 1 (overview)
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Attachment 3: Example 1 (steps 1-2)
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Attachment 3: Example 1 (steps 3-7)
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Attachment 3: Example 1 (steps 8-10)
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Contact Information

Sacramento District Regulatory Office:
Main:  916-557-5250
FAX:  916-557-7803

http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory.aspx

Zachary Simmons:  916-557-6746
Zachary.M.Simmons@usace.army.mil
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