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Sacramento

Visit spk-wc.usace.army.mil for water control data system
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LEGEND

California finally caught a break from its record four year drought in early 2016 when a series of 
storms and precipitation helped replenish some of the states depleted reservoirs. In fact, agency 
water managers anticipated so much water and runoff at reservoirs like Folsom Lake that they 
made releases to reduce the risk of flooding and threat to public safety.

Knowing when to conserve water and release water can be a diKnowing when to conserve water and release water can be a difficult balancing act. The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers Sacramento District has developed water control manuals in 
coordination with local, state and federal partners that provide climate and science-based 
guidelines on when to release water, typically when water levels reach the top of the 
conservation pool and enter the flood control storage space. 

The graphic below shows water management guidelines for the 14 dams we manage in order to reduce flood risk in California’s 
Central Valley. Also shown is Folsom Dam, managed by the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 

Water releases at Folsom Dam, Calif. 
(Credit: U.S. Bureau of Reclamation)

Since February 2012, 
Corps feasibility studies 
have been guided by a 
revised approach that 
aims to limit the cost and 
time to produce a report. 
The SMART (Specific, 
Measurable, Measurable, 
Attainable, Risk 
Informed and Timely) 
chart shows the main 
steps in the feasibility 
study process. Some 
complex studies may 
require additional time or require additional time or 
funds but those are the 
exception rather than 
the rule.

Visit usace.army.mil/Missions/Civil-Works/Project-Planning/ to learn more
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2
TSP Milestone
Vertical team 
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ANALYSIS

1
Alternatives Milestone
Vertical team 
concurrence on array
of alternatives

SCOPING

SMART Feasibility Study Process

The following list shows only some of the current civil works studies. Information about other past, ongoing or future studies can be obtained by 
contacting (916) 557-5100. Project data contain best estimates and are subject to change based on yearly appropriations.

2019 Develop Tentatively Selected 
Plan and prepare Draft 
Feasibility Report for release 
2017.
 

Aquatic ecosystem 
restoration.

Yuba River 
Ecosystem 
Restoration

2020 Prepare Draft Feasibility 
Report for release 2018.
 

Reevaluating 
100-year-old flood 
control system.

Sacramento 
River General 
Reevaluation

2017 Final Report undergoing 
policy review for upcoming 
Civil Works Review Board. 
 

Reduce flood risk by 
improving 24 miles of 
levees.

Lower San 
Joaquin River

2017Draft Feasibility Report 
released Apr. 2014. 
Completing Agency Decision 
Milestone and Final Report.  

Ecosystem restoration, 
create 90 acres of 
shallow water habitat.

Delta Islands & 
Levees

Scheduled
Chief’s 
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Project feasibility studies
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