Public Notice

US Army Corps

of Engineers o Number: 200575533
e et Date: March 3, 2006
Sacramento, CA 95814-2922 Comments Due: April 3, 2006

SUBJECT: The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District, (Corps) is evaluating a
permit application for the Vallecito Dam and Reservoir Erosion Control and Shoreline
Stabilization project. This noticeisto inform interested parties of the proposed activity and to
solicit comments. This notice may also be viewed at the Corps web site at
http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/regul atory.html.

AUTHORITY: Thisapplication is being evaluated under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
for the discharge of dredged or fill material in waters of the United States.

APPLICANT: Bureau of Reclamation
Attn: Ed Warner
7764 Compass Drive, Suite 106
Grand Junction, Colorado 81506
970-248-0654

LOCATION: The project siteislocated within Vallecito Reservoir in Sections 13 & 24,
Township 36n, Range 7w, and Sections 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 16, 17, 18, 19, & 20, Township 37n, Range
6w, La Plata County, Colorado.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The applicant is proposing to perform bank stabilization when
needed along the approximate 15 mile shoreline of Vallecito Reservoir. Based on the available
information, the overall project purpose is to prevent and reduce further erosion along the
reservoir banks. The attached drawings provide additional project details.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

Environmental Setting. Thereis approximately 15 miles of shoreline along the reservaoir.
The shoreline experiences continual stress, due to the constant fluctuation of the water level
within Vallecito Reservoir. The current shoreline varies from severely cut banks to naturally
stable banks. There will be no fill in wetlands or other special aquatic sites.

Construction methods will include hand labor/tools and heavy equipment for excavation and/or
hauling. The volume of material will be limited to the minimal material needed for proper
stabilization, generally not to exceed 1 cubic yard per lineal foot. Material include
unconsolidated native rock, tree stumps (root wads), untreated timbers, and steel cable and/or
anchor systems. Bioengineering techniques or "soft stabilization™ will be used when appropriate.
All slopes will be constructed to match adjacent contours and will not exceed 2:1 (run:rise).


http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/index.html
http://www.spk.usace.army.mil/regulatory.html
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Additional purposesinclude:

1) Stabilize the reservoir shoreline to protect Vallecito Lake Trail

2) Control erosion from reservoir wave action and cross-drainage culverts on adjacent public
road

3) Control erosion on dam embankment

4) Stream channel maintenance below dam on short segments of Jack Creek and Pine River.

Alternatives. The applicant has provided information concerning project alternatives.
Additional information concerning project alternatives may be available from the applicant or
their agent. Other aternatives may develop during the review process for this permit
application. All reasonable project aternatives, in particular those which may be less damaging
to the aquatic environment, will be considered.

Mitigation. The Corps requires that applicants consider and use all reasonable and practical
measures to avoid and minimize impacts to aquatic resources. |f the applicant is unable to avoid
or minimize all impacts, the Corps may require compensatory mitigation. The applicant
proposes to the following best management practices to mitigate direct and indirect impactsto
the aguatic ecosystem:

Use of natural materials for stabilization;

Restore and/or revegetate all areas disturbed by construction;
Minimize fill material;

Implement fish friendly habitat where appropriate, and,

Implement bioengineering stabilization methods to minimize disturbance.

grwDdDE

OTHER GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS: Water quality certification or awaiver,
as required under Section 401 of the Clean Water Act from the State of Colorado is required for
this project. The applicant has not indicated they have applied for certification.

HISTORIC PROPERTIES: Based on the available information, cultural resources are not
within the project's area of potential effect.

ENDANGERED SPECIES: The project will not affect any Federally-listed threatened or
endangered species or their critical habitat that are protected by the Endangered Species Act.

The above determinations are based on information provided by the applicant and our
preliminary review.

EVALUATION FACTORS: The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an
evauation of the probable impacts, including cumulative impacts, of the described activity on
the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and
utilization of important resources. The benefit, which reasonably may be expected to accrue
from the described activity, must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All
factors which may be relevant to the described activity will be considered, including the
cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, genera
environmental concerns, wetlands, historic properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards,
floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply
and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs,
consideration of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people. The
activity'simpact on the public interest will include application of the Section 404(b)(1)
guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency (40 CFR Part
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230).

The Corpsis soliciting comments from the public, Federal, State, and local agencies and
officials, Indian tribes, and other interested partiesin order to consider and evaluate the impacts
of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps to determine
whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision,
comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality,
genera environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above. Comments are used
in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the
need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

SUBMITTING COMMENTS:. Written comments, referencing Public Notice 200575533, must
be submitted to the office listed below on or before April 3, 2006:

KaraHellige, Project Manager

US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
Durango Regulatory Office

278 Sawyer Drive, Suite #1

Durango, Colorado 81303

Email: kara.a.hellige@usace.army.mil

The Corpsis particularly interested in receiving comments related to the proposal’s probable
impacts on the affected aquatic environment and the secondary and cumulative effects. Anyone
may request, in writing, that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests shall
specifically state, with particularity, the reason(s) for holding a public hearing. If the Corps
determines that the information received in response to this notice is inadequate for thorough
evaluation, a public hearing may be warranted. If apublic hearing is warranted, interested
parties will be notified of the time, date, and location. Please note that all comment |etters
received are subject to release to the public through the Freedom of Information Act. If you
have questions or need additional information please contact the applicant or the Corps project
manager Kara Hellige, 970-375-9452, e-mail kara.a.hellige@usace.army.mil.

Attachments: 1 drawings
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