Public Notice

Public Notice Number: 200100744
Date: June 18, 2003
US Army Corps Comments Due: July 18, 2003

of Engineers

Sacramento District . .
1325 J Street In reply, please refer to the Public Notice Number
Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

TOWHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

SUBJECT: Application for a Department of the Army permit under authority of Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act to discharge dredged or fill material into approximately 0.39 acre of waters
of the United States, including wetlands, (waters) for the proposed Woodside Homes' Bilby
Ranch Phase |1 project, as shown in the attached drawings.

APPLICANT: Dar Ahrens, Woodside Homes of California, Inc., 15 Auto Plaza, Suite 102,
Folsom, California 95630-4725

LOCATION: The 16.6-acre siteislocated in the city limits of Elk Grove, north of Bilby Road
and east of the Union Pacific Railroad in Section 8, Township 6 North, Range 5 East, MDB&M,
Sacramento County, California. See attached Figure 1.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The applicant proposes to develop aresidential housing project
that would fill all 0.39 acre of waters on-site, comprised of a channelized wetland drainage.

The proposed project includes construction of 100-single family residential lots on the site
(Figure 2). The project is the second phase of the proposed Woodside Homes' Bilby Ranch
development; Phase | of the development is located to the south of Phase Il and is separated from
the proposed project by arecently constructed 180-foot wide storm water drainage channel.
Phase | does not require a Department of the Army permit if there is no discharge of dredged or
fill material into waters of the United States. The applicant has stated access to Phase |1 will be
viafuture residential development on the adjoining properties to the north and west of the
proposed project.

Wetlands will be permanently impacted from the grading of the proposed lots, roads, and other
associated infrastructure. The applicant's proposed mitigation plan isto compensate for the loss
of these wetlands by purchasing appropriate mitigation credits at alocal mitigation bank.

AREA DESCRIPTION: The project site was previously used as ranching and dairy. Thissite
is part of the East Franklin Specific Plan. Until recently, the East Franklin Specific Plan area
was used for agricultural purposes. Many areas have been hydrologically modified by ditching,
levelling, draining and irrigation. Some wetlands and channelized streams remain on nearby
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parcels within the plan area. Proposed land uses in the plan areainclude single-family residential
north and east of the project site. The site topography is generally flat terrain, due to past
agricultural practices, and is dominated by non-native annual grassland including wild oats, field
and Mediterranean barley, and cut-leaf geranium. The channelized drainage and tail-water pond
support amix of seasona wetland and emergent wetland vegetation such as cattail, creeping
spikerush, toad rush, and an occasional cottonwood or valley oak tree. The channelized drainage
flows from the north eastern corner of the property, and then turns west, across the property into
the tail water pond on the western boundary.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: Endangered or Threatened Species The applicant has
stated that there is 0.39 acre of emergent wetland habitat within the site. This habitat could serve
as potential habitat for giant garter snake (Thamnophis gigas). Since this action may affect the
giant garter snake, the Corps has initiated consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
under the Endangered Species Act. The adjacent properties proposed to be developed by Reynen
and Bardis, also include potential habitat for vernal pool species. A separate public notice and
Endangered Species Consultation letter for that work were issued under Corps identification
number 200100434.

Cultural Resources The applicant states that a cultural resources survey was conducted for the
Phase | and Il areas. The only feature identified on the Bilby Ranch property was a 1920's-era
home. Thishomeislocated on the Phase | site, and therefore would not be affected by the
proposed Phase |1 project. Additionally, the latest published version of the National Register of
Historic Places and its monthly supplements have been reviewed and there are no places either
listed or recommended as eligible which would be affected by this project.

The District Engineer has made this deter mination based on information provided by the
applicant and on the Corps preliminary investigation.

Alternatives No alternatives for the proposed project have been provided by the applicant.

Other federal, state, and local permits. The applicant has indicated they are concurrently
applying for 401 Water Quality Certification from the Regional Water Quality Control Board
and a Streamed Alteration Agreement from The California Fish and Game Department. No
other related permit information has been provided by the applicant. Development of
infrastructure and other components of the East Franklin Specific Plan may require separate
permits under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Interested parties are invited to submit written comments on or before July 18, 2003. Personal
information in comment letters is subject to release to the public through the Freedom of
Information Act. Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in
this notice that a public hearing be held to consider this application. Requests for public hearings
shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact
including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will
reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The
benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against
its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be
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considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics,
aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values,
flood hazards, flood plain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion,
recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber
production, mineral needs, consideration of property ownership, and in general, the needs and
welfare of the people.

The Corps of Engineersis soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested partiesin order to consider and evaluate the
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of
Engineersto determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors
listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental A ssessment and/or an
Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments
are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public
interest of the proposed activity.

If additional information is required, please contact the applicant Dar Ahrens, telephone (916)
608-9600, his agent Ginger Fodge with Gibson & Skordal, LLC at 916-567-0703, or the Project
Manager Justin Cutler, at the |etterhead address, tel ephone 916-557-5258, or e-mail:
Justin.Cutler@usace.army.mil.

Michael J. Conrad, Jr.
Colonel, US Army
District Engineer

Attachments. 2 Drawing(s)
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