Public Notice

US Army Corps Public Notice Number: 200100252
of Engineers Date: February 12, 2002
Sacramento District Comments Due: March 14, 2002

1325 J Street
Sacramento, CA 95814-2922

In reply, please refer to the Public Notice Number

TOWHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

SUBJECT: Application for Department of the Army Permit under the authority of Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
to discharge or dredged or fill material in waters of the United States to construct single-family homes and associated
roads and infrastructure.

APPLICANT: Brian Vail, Riverwest Investments, 7700 College Town Drive, Suite 109, Sacramento, CA 95826

LOCATION: The Ronnenberg project siteis located in southeastern Sacramento County, approximately 5 miles south
of Highway 50 (Sheet 1). The project site is south of and adjacent to, Douglas Road, west of Grantline Road, east of the
proposed Jaeger Road, and north of the proposed Pyramid Road. The siteislocated in portions of Sections 9 and 16 of
Township 8 North, Range 7 East on the U.S.G.S. Buffalo Creek 7.5' quadrangle.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The proposed project involves grading portions of the 243.2 +/+ acre site in order to
construct alow to medium density residential development, school site, neighborhood park and a regional detention basin
in accordance with the attached drawings. In addition to residential development, the project includes an approximately
7.64-acre on-site open space/wetland preserve. The applicant states the proposed land uses for the subject property arein
accordance with the proposed land uses set forth in the Sunrise-Douglas Community Plan and Sun Ridge Specific Plan,
and the project is sited to take advantage of the proposed extension of infrastructure to the plan area.

The project site contains 1.88 acres of waters of the United States, including 0.47 acre seasonal wetlands, 1.28 acres of
verna pools, and 0.013 acre of intermittent drainage. Approximately 1.42 acres of these waters would befilled. A stock
pond, which is apparently not subject to regulation by the Corps, is also located on the subject property. As part of
project development, the applicant intends to avoid and preserve approximately 0.46 acres of wetlands in an open
space/wetland preserve.

The applicant proposes to incorporate protection for the avoided wetlands on the project site, including preserve fencing,
protection from drainage and runoff generated from devel opment areas, and long-term funding and management of the
preserve in perpetuity. For wetlands that are not protected within the proposed preserve area, and are not practicableto
completely avoid, the applicant proposes compensatory mitigation at a wetland mitigation bank.

AREA DESCRIPTION: The current land use for the project site and surrounding area is predominantly undevel oped
grassland utilized for cattle grazing and related passive agricultural activities. Seasonal wetlands, intermittent drainages,
and vernal pools are located on, and adjacent to, the site. Vernal poolslocated on the project site support a number of
wetland plant species including Fremont’ s goldfields (Lasthenia fremontii), white headed navarretia (Navarretia
leucocephala), slender popcorn flower (Plagiobothrys stipitatus), and dwarf wooly marbles (Psilocar phus brevissimus).

Proposed land usesin the project vicinity include low, medium and high density residential devel opment, commercial
mixed uses, a new elementary, Junior and Senior High School and neighborhood parks.
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The applicant's biological surveys of the site found listed endangered invertebrate
species, including vernal pool fairy shrimp (Branchinecta lynchi) and vernal pole tadpole shrimp (Lepidurus packardi).
The Corpswill initiate Section 7 consultation, pursuant to the Endangered Species Act, with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service for potential impacts to listed species when the applicant provides the information necessary to do so.

Based on the available information, there are no cultural resourcesin the project area.

The District Engineer has made these determinations based on information provided by the applicant and on the Corps
preliminary investigation.

The applicant states an alternatives analysis will be submitted to the Corps that analyzes off-site as well as on-site
aternatives in accordance with Section 404(b)(1) guidelines promulgated by the Environmental Protection Agency (40
C.F.R. Part 230).

Interested parties are invited to submit written comments on or before Mar ch 14, 2002. Any person may request, in
writing, within the comment period specified in this notice that a public hearing be held to consider this application.
Requests for public hearings shall state, with particularity, the reasons for holding a public hearing.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact including cumulative
impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection
and utilization of important resources. The benefit which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must
be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be
considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general
environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural values, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain values, land use,
navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs,
safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, consideration of property ownership, and in general, the needs and
welfare of the people.

The Corps of Engineersis soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Indian
Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and eval uate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any
comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or
deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species,
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors listed above.
Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement
pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing
and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

This public notice may also be abtained through our web site at www.spk.usace.army.mil/cespk-co/regulatory/PNs. |f
additional information is required, please contact Kenneth Whitney, of Foothill Associates, on behalf of the applicant,
telephone (916) 782-1011, or William Guthrie, at the letterhead address, telephone (916) 557-5269, e-mail
wguthrie@spk.usace.army.mil.

Michael J. Conrad, Jr.
Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Engineer

Attachments: 3 Drawings
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