Public Comment April 17 Public Scoping Meeting

A total of 133 comments were received in conjunction with this public meeting:  95 written comments in the form of comment cards, emails, and letters; 17 verbal comments recorded by the court reporter; 21 written comments on flipcharts; and two comments received on the hotline on April 5, 2003.  All comments received in conjunction with the April 17, 2003 meeting are included in Appendix L TC "All comments received in conjunction with the April 17, 2003 meeting are included in Appendix L" \f M \l "1" . 

All the comments received to date from this meeting have been circulated among SEIS project team members for their consideration in developing the technical memoranda for the SEIS.  All comments have been considered.  However, each specific comment may not be individually addressed.  Comments that are outside the scope of this planning effort may not be addressed, and comments that have been addressed previously may not be addressed. 

Summary of Comments from April 17 Public Scoping Meeting

The verbal and written comments received in conjunction with the April 17, 2003 meeting are summarized below by main topics of interest.  The comment summary will be posted on the Corps web site.

SEIS Process

· Provide adequate background information for the media.

· Visuals and layout of the public meeting were good.  

· Improve visual of I-15 in terms of showing the ten lanes.

· Timing of public meeting was insensitive to those who celebrate Passover.

· Schedule public meetings in evenings to avoid appearing to stack the deck with pro-Legacy attendees.

· Differentiate between comments of Davis County residents and other interested parties.

· Vary location of public meetings to include northern Davis County residents.

· Have unbiased meetings.  April 17 public scoping meeting was pro-Legacy.  

· Place as much information as possible regarding SEIS process on web site.

· Be sure meeting posters aren’t misleading concerning what will be studied in this process.

· Aerial maps were great.

· Have at least one meeting in a town hall style rather than open house.

· Study impact of the 50% of Davis County commuters who travel to Salt Lake County daily.

· Hearing was very confusing.

· Provide tours of D&RG right-of-way.

Have Corps and FHWA make many trips on I-15 to see how little traffic there is.

Project Purpose and Need

· Provide alternate route to I-15.

· I-15 is too congested.

· I-15 does not have capacity to meet demand.

· I-15 suffers frequent slow downs, traffic halts, and closures on I-15 (situation will worsen once renovation begins).

· Drivers seeking alternate to I-15 congest side routes.

· Business will benefit (economic benefit will make them more sustainable; employees commute time will lessen).

Less congestion would result in positive economic impact on transporting goods. 
· Alleviate public safety and emergency response issues in affected communities.

· Drivers seeking alternate routes increase traffic on side roads creating a danger to school children (child killed in traffic accident several years ago).

· Emergency vehicles may be detained and/or prevented from responding by congestion on I-15 and side roads.  

· Increased traffic on side roads impacts noise and air quality.

Too many large rigs create safety issue.

· Accommodate growth of communities in Davis County.

· Reduce commute time.

· Improve local horseback riding opportunities.

· Help local economy.

· Reduce air pollution (moving vehicles produce fewer dangerous emissions than vehicles idling in traffic jams).

Fulfill voter commitments to improve transportation (voters pledged sales tax to solve transportation needs).

Updated Information Needs for SEIS 

· EIS may be outdated.  

· Redo EIS from the beginning; don’t just put together a supplement.

· Keep scope of SEIS as limited as possible.  Address deficiencies identified by the court, but no more.  Follow NEPA, but do not go beyond.

· Reevaluate more than just court-ordered components.

· Update EIS setting section to take into consideration success of light rail in Salt Lake, increase in population growth, vote in favor of commuter rail, tax increase for mass transit, and widening of I-15 that has already occurred.

· Update EIS based on state-of-the-art programs.

· Estimate transit capacity and predicted transit use more carefully in SEIS.

· Update costs of not rebuilding and need (due to north and south interchanges) for the State Street overpass in Farmington (review section 106).

· Update wetlands delineation based on current aerial photographs and current conditions (drought). The high clay content created difficulty in doing previous delineations, and there have been changes in law since the original delineation. 

· Analyze cost of not building proposed Legacy Parkway.

· Assess validity of statistic that only 16% of people would use the proposed parkway.

Analyze significant social and environmental impacts to residents of Davis County.

Alternatives 

· Consider route over Great Salt Lake so that high winds won’t shut down both I-15 and proposed parkway at the same time.

· Make carpooling mandatory.

· Educate drivers/commuters on carpooling, HOV lanes, and staggering work times to accommodate busy travel times. 

· Support commuter rail, light rail, and mass transit in general.  Emulate Portland; don’t go the way of L.A. or Phoenix.

· Proposed parkway may give “the biggest bang for the buck.”

· Consider privately funded ITS as a solution.

· Build/plan for more bike trails.

· Consider not rebuilding State Street overpass in Farmington because it is too near Clark Lane Historic District.

· Eliminate the Parrish Lane and 500 South interchanges to decrease wetland impacts and make the proposed road an expressway.

· Make the proposed parkway a toll road.

· Use TRAX (or another commuter rail) instead of the proposed parkway.

· Consider that highways may be an outdated way of moving a large quantity of people.

· Install commuter rail first, then expand bus system and HOV lanes (mandate and educate about carpooling).  Build the proposed parkway only as a last resort.

· Consider that unloading onto Highway 89 may be impractical since the two-lane highway passes through small communities.

Put proposed parkway on the lake on stilts or on fill.  (The fill would act as a buffer for high water levels when lake rises again, and the state would not have to buy out all of the homeowners along the route.  Construction on fill would also facilitate creation of a freshwater lake, eliminating water needs that would be experienced with construction.)

Specific Resource Topics

· Parkway may provide a barrier to development on west side of proposed site, limiting sprawl and industrialization and protecting wetlands and wildlife.  Additionally, parkway may provide protection, which would not exist without parkway, for shoreline.

· Increased population does not have to lead to more highways.  Limit urban sprawl and negative effects of building highways on quality of life in Utah.

· More cars equal more pollution and more sprawl.  

· More blacktop increases global warming effects and uses irreplaceable fossil fuels. Think about resource conservation.

· Vehicles going under 50 mph create five times more pollution than vehicles going 55 to 70 mph.

· Use this project to discourage dependence on vehicles that affect air quality and the natural environment, and encourage people to move closer to work.

· Consider that we need to lessen our use of oil products and fossil fuels.

· Stop ruining the environment.

· Protect open space, air quality, and wildlife.

· Building proposed parkway first might promote damaging sprawl developments.

· Proposed parkway could result in more deaths from respiratory disease.

· Proposed parkway could result in pollution, litter, dead animals (road kill), and sprawl.

· Give environment more consideration.

· Proposed parkway will cause sprawl that will have both short- and long-term negative effects on the environment and livability of the Salt Lake City area.

· Control urban sprawl.  (Trains reduce sprawl, highways encourage it.)

· Urban sprawl increases air pollution.

Sprawl is a fact of life in this area.

Wildlife and Wetlands

· Don’t give more consideration to wildlife and habitat than to people. 

· Preserve existing wetlands; wetlands are irreplaceable.

· Consider effects on migratory birds and major flyways.

· Consider loss of habitat for migratory wildlife.

· Consider effects on bald eagles in the area.

· Confirm that the proposed nature preserve includes 2,100 acres.

· Have wildlife impacts peer-reviewed by independent experts.

· Do wildlife evaluations correctly so that all courts will agree on the validity of their results.

· Environmental community’s concerns may be overstated.  

· Only 750 acres of concerned wetlands are legitimate wetlands, while 114 of the acres are low quality wetlands.

· Mitigation of 2,200 acres to mitigate effects on 117 acres of wetland is not one-to-one replacement discussed in the statute and regulations.

· Proposed parkway may affect wetlands beyond the designated 100 meters.

· Proposed parkway’s positive effects on air quality at Beck Street during rush hour may outweigh negative impacts to wetlands and a few displaced ducks.

· Nature preserve is an integral part of proposed parkway because it blocks development and creates protection.

· Don’t review wildlife any further, since the wildlife preserve is proof that UDOT has adequately considered wildlife.

· UDOT may not have authority to condemn for a nature preserve in conjunction with this project or the finances to maintain such a preserve. 

· Don’t condemn valuable water rights for the proposed preserve.

· Plants and animals don’t have more rights than people; wildlife will adapt, and wildlife issues can be mitigated.

· The proposed parkway might create natural barrier to development in wetlands west of the site, gaining thousands of acres of wetlands in exchange for hundreds.

· Don’t attach the same level of importance to artificially developed wetlands as to naturally formed wetlands.

· Artificial wetlands may not adequately mitigate the loss of natural wetlands.

· Clarify whether the proposed project is going to increase habitat for birds.

· Destruction of wildlife and wetlands alone may outweigh any proposed project benefits.

· Evaluate how global climate change will affect wildlife impacts.

· Consider the whole ecosystem impacted by the highway.

· The dump in the area generates wildlife and habitat that wouldn’t normally be in the vicinity.

· Give Davis County credit for having shown sensitivity to the wetland issues.  The county has done a major study and plan.

· Move the alignment west to avoid impacts to wetlands.

· Move the alignment east to avoid impacts to wetlands.

· Evaluate the effects of water runoff from the proposed parkway.

Give UDOT credit for doing a good job planning for and mitigating the environmental results of the proposed project.

Transit

· Don’t ignore requests and need for commuter rail.

· Mass transit is already being looked at and is in the works.

· Encourage use of mass transit.

· People will get used to using transit with time.

· Mass transit doesn’t solve the problem of having only one route for vehicles to Salt Lake City.

· Commuter rail might not provide enough capacity for all travelers.

· Mass transit has very small role to play at tremendous cost.

· Area needs comprehensive, user-friendly transit system.

· Building more highways may be shortsighted compared to transit. 

· Businesses will cluster close to transit once it is built.

· Prioritize transit since it drives development.

· The 0.25% tax for transit makes transit easier to prioritize.

Building a highway because you don’t think people will use transit may be a self-fulfilling prophecy.

Sequencing of the Shared Solution

· Build Legacy first.

· Build mass transit/commuter rail first.

· Build Legacy Parkway first, then I-15, then transit.

· Build Legacy Parkway first, then rail, then I-15.

· Build commuter rail first, then Legacy Parkway, then I-15. 

· Build commuter rail, light rail, and Legacy Parkway simultaneously, then widen I-15.

· Build mass transit first, then I-15, then Legacy Parkway.

· Build mass transit first, then 1-15.  Don’t build the parkway.

· Build commuter rail first, expand the bus system, utilize extensive HOV lanes, mandate and educate about carpooling.  Then build Legacy Parkway only as a last resort.

Build Legacy Parkway first, then add commuter and light rail.

· Build Legacy Parkway first, since sequences that don’t have the parkway as the first option are not timely and would not solve the problem.

· Build Legacy Parkway first, then rail, taking into account the amount of usage that will occur with each.

· Build commuter rail first, then analyze need for the parkway.

· Consider costs if commuter rail goes ahead of Legacy Parkway.

· Legacy Parkway may be most obvious, cost-effective system to initiate the sequencing.

· Do not push commuter rail ahead of highway at huge expense to taxpayers.

· Sequence a transit alternative ahead of highway to encourage transit-oriented development.

· Devise a shared solution.

· Sequencing options don’t contain an option that doesn’t contain Legacy Parkway.

· Federal agency did not list Legacy Parkway first in the sequencing options on meeting board.

Integration of Mass Transit

· Putting in mass transit first doesn’t solve the need for an alternative route for traffic.

· Place more emphasis on mass transit; the only answer is commuter rail—now.

· Compare costs of building rail and associated infrastructure to building Legacy Parkway.

· Analyze impacts if Legacy Parkway is not built and mass transit is. 

Evaluate building two lanes and a median, then expand with an at grade rail system.

D&RG Regional Corridor Alignment

· Railroad lines and I-15 already divide local communities and an alignment on or near the D&RG existing line would bisect communities even more.

· The D&RG alignment was looked at earlier in this process but didn’t seem financially viable.

· Displacement of and compensation for houses and businesses may be more feasible than creating a preserve that would take in miles of land.

· An alignment on or near D&RG existing line would displace too many residents and businesses.

· The D&RG alignment would decrease quality of life in affected communities (by causing noise and pollution, for example).

· Underpasses and overpasses will have to be built to move people across the highway if the D&RG alignment is used.

· The D&RG alignment might have a negative impact on city businesses.

· Using a D&RG alignment may increase the risk to communities of a hazardous waste incident.

· Analyze the impacts of the D&RG alignment to residents and ask their opinions.

· Address concerns that use of the D&RG may restrict further highway development.

· Effects of the D&RG alignment might be so negative to the community that it’s a waste to spend any more money evaluating the alignment.

The D&RG line may be more viable for transit than the Union Pacific Railroad line.  D&RG has more right-of-way for access to transit for commuters.

Narrower Right-of-Way Alternative

· Incorporate a landscaped median and wide buffers on shoulders, including a trail on the western side of the Legacy Parkway.

· The proposed berm and trail would add to the community.

· Provide a solution with aesthetic features for the community.  The berm with amenities fulfills that solution.

· Consider the advantages of building the proposed project with three lanes vs. two lanes in regard to overload capacity and LOS.

Evaluate starting with two lanes and a median, then expanding.

Other

· Consider cost to taxpayers.

· Consider cost to taxpayers and businesses of litigation causing delays in building the Legacy Parkway.  

· Consider costs of further delays and further studies.  

· Tax dollars have already been spent on Legacy Parkway.

· Money already spent on Legacy Parkway may have been a waste of public funds.  

· Put more money into mass transit and education about commuting alternatives.

· Money spent on land acquisition for the proposed parkway could have helped relieve north Salt Lake bottleneck.

· Change name of Legacy Parkway.

· Listen to people of Davis County.

· Don’t let Rocky Anderson dictate lives of Davis County residents.

· Consider following the modifications to I-15:  four lanes in each direction, one HOV lane, and two reversible lanes to handle the rush hour traffic.

· The original decision was not made in a haphazard manner.

· Construct Immigrant Trail as part of proposed Legacy Parkway system.

· Sierra Club entered the process late and continues to bring up new issues.

· Project is needed more now than it was a few years ago.

· Don’t waste tax dollars by revisiting and rehashing this process.

· Some groups don’t want the project to go through at all and aren’t interested in finding a solution.

· Public opinion varies depending on location of residence in Davis County.

· Highways are displacing local businesses allowing big-box/out of state businesses to dominate.

Fix I-15 at 106 South in Salt Lake before fixing anything to the north.
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