BRAC Environmental Office
Hamilton Army Airfield

1 Burma Road
Novato, CA 94949

Restoration Advisory Board (RAB) Update

RAB Responsibilities

The Restoration Advisory Board (RAB), is an advisory board

" made up of inferested and concemed community members
who reflect the diverse interests of the local community as well
-as representatives of state, local, and federal agencies. The
RAB is designed to serve as a forum for the exchange of infor-
mation between the Army and Navy and the community re-
garding those restoration activities presently underway, as
well as those planned for future studies and remediation.

The Hamilton RAB meets quarterly. The next RAB meeting Is
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RAB, community involvement, environmental cleanup at Ham-

ilton, or to be added to the Hamilton RAB mailing list, please
contact Joy Lanzaro (415) 883-6386.

. resentatives of all interested agencies, organizations and

A NEW FACE AT-HAMILTON

_ Eric Polson, Consulting Engineer i

What is your role at the California State Costal Conservancy and in the Wetlands Project?
As a consulting engineer, | assist the Coastal Conservancy with planning, design, permitting and con-
struction management for the Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project and similar projects in the North

Bay. In this role | work directly with project managers and project teams at the Coastal Conservancy

and San F rancisco District, U.S. Army Cbrps of Engineers, as well as with many regulatory and resource
agem:bes and local government officials.
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| have been working on the Hamilton Wetlands Restoration Project planning and design since 1996.
However, beginning in 1992, | was invalved in the initial identification and investigation of potential wet-
land restoration projects throughout the San Francisco Bay Region, whlt;h included the present Hamil-
ton project site.

What do you find most interesting about Hamilton and the Wetlands Project?

The most interesting aspect of the project involves developing a high quality wetlands design within the
existing budget constraints. Given the complexities of the local and regiun! environmental, regulato-

ry, and political issues this can be a very challenging task! There are about 15 Federal, State and local *
governmental agencies, more than 20 environmental and special interests groups, and many interested
neighbors whe each want the design to satisfy their goals. Designing a tidal plains and seasonal wetland
habitat template fo persist in perpetuity given the subsurface geology of the : :
site is one of the most significant engineering challenges of the Project.
Ancther significant engineering challenge is constructing the Project
next to the new Hamilton homes and the existing infrastructure facili-
ties, particularly the Novato Sanitary District outfall pipeline.

How do you address these challenges in the design
puuqnss? -

The design challenges are addressed through significant inter-
agency and inter-organization coordination. Starting in 1996,
the Hamilton Reéstoration Group (HRG), comprising rep-

individuals, was formed to advise and oversee the ini-
tial project planning and designi. The Wetlands Project will

Continued on page 3
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What is the most rewarding aspect of your work?

Finishing the 4 arting the construction phase of proj-

" Have you worked on or know of any other wetlands

restoration projects in California similar to the
Hamilton project? What was the outcome?

There are other simiar pr long the California c

What is your professional backround?

ronmental and civil engineering.

e is primarily in water resource
igation channels and aqu
of experien i
. In the first part of my career, | worked for

2rm Management Strat
r plan for all dredging and dredge material man-
San Francisco Bay Region. The LTMS also iden-
ound the regional and




