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Deseret Chemical Depot (DCD)


restoration advisory board (rab)


meeting minutes


Tuesday, March 13, 2007

ATTENDEES

RAB Members in Attendance

Walton Levi – DCD Installation Co-Chair

Wade Mathews – Community Co-Chair

John Dalton – US EPA, Region 8

Gerald Gordon – Utah Wildlife Federation

Brad Lauchnor – UDEQ DSHW

Deseret Chemical Depot

COL Pellissier – DCD Commander

Nam Doan – DCD Environmental Office

Kathy Ryan – DCD Closure Office

Alaine Southworth – DCD Public Information 
Office

Joe Stilinovich – DCD Project Management

US Army Corps of Engineers / RAB Support

Lynn Appell – USACE

April Fontaine – USACE

Leigh-Ann Fabianke – SMITH/Associates

Other Attendees

Aran Armstrong – North Wind, Inc.

Zachary Garcia – North Wind, Inc.

Rose Gwinn – URS

Jerry Hays – Clean Harbors Environmental

Chuck Lawrence – Clean Harbors 


Environmental

Wendy Lessig – TOCDF

Angela Van Dam – CMA

RAB Members Not Present

Chris Cline – US Fish and Wildlife Service

Colleen Johnson – Tooele County 


                 Commissioner

Steve Lyman – Tooele Community

Howard Murray – Grantsville Community

Noreen Okubo – US EPA, Region 8

Harry Shinton – Tooele County LEPC

Cherry Wong – Women Concerned/Utahans 

   United

1.  Introduction/Introductions –
The DCD RAB meeting was held on Tuesday, March 13, 2007, at 5:30 p.m., in the Tooele Chemical Stockpile Office, 54 South Main Street, Tooele, Utah.

This meeting is generally held every four months on the second Tuesday evening of the month.  Its purpose is to involve and inform members of the local community and interested parties about the environmental restoration activities underway and planned at Deseret Chemical Depot.  Community members who attend RAB meetings have access to representatives of the regulatory agencies involved in the environmental cleanup, including the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) and the State of Utah Department of Environmental Quality (UDEQ), as well as members of DCD’s Environmental Office, Tooele County, and the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE).  The meetings are open to the public and everyone is encouraged to attend.

A. Welcoming Remarks – Installation Co-Chair Walt Levi welcomed participants and attendees to the first RAB meeting of 2007 and invited everyone to introduce themselves. Mr. Levi thanked everyone for attending and participating in the DCD RAB.  He then reviewed the agenda, included as Attachment 1, and conducted the business of the meeting.

2. DCD Environmental Restoration Program Status Update

    April Fontaine, USACE Project Manager

Ms. Fontaine explained that her presentation would update the RAB members and attendees on active DCD projects in FY06 including updates on activities occurring at the Solid Waste Management Units (SWMUs).

SWMU 1 & 25 (Demil/Disposal Pits) –The removal of Munitions and Explosives of Concern (MEC) will be completed on the roadways before it can be determined if contamination is present.  A Chemical Agent Identification Set (CAIS) vial was found at this site with small amounts of chemical agent present.  Environmental contractors working at the site had to halt operations since they are not qualified to handle this type of material.  A Department of Army policy memo has been prepared to declassify the CAIS vial found so it is not considered CWM (Chemical Warfare Material).  Once this memo is signed, the Risk Assessment will be revised and work can resume at the site.  A soil-gas survey will be performed following the completion of MEC removal.  The soil-gas survey contract was awarded for SWMU 1 only to ensure that the survey technology is effective; if effective, then SWMU 25 will be surveyed.  
Q:  Wade Mathews – Are there ramifications by declassifying the material as not a Chemical Warfare Material?

A:  April Fontaine – According to the Army, it won’t make a difference since such a small amount was found.  The material found may even be a practice round.  For now, the material is considered UXO (Unexploded Ordinance) and will be handled properly and is not a concern to safety.  

Comment: Walt Levi – Once the memo is signed, the Depot will be authorized to remove the material itself and makes it easier to proceed with the environmental work to further assess the site.

Q:  Wade Mathews – Will the declassification determine or change how the material will be disposed of?

A:  Walt Levi – No, it will be thermally treated.

Q:  Wade Mathews – What kind of chemical material is it?

A:  Walt Levi – Indications are that it is Mustard.
SWMU 3 (Impounding Bay Disposal Pit) – A geophysical survey was conducted in October 2006 to discover what is in the pit/trench.  There were a few anomalies (unknown or non-naturally occurring objects) found, so caution must be taken when drilling onto the trench. 15-foot borings will be installed and soil sampling is also proposed using anomaly avoidance techniques.  The borings will determine if there is soil contamination, identify the extent of the trench, and characterize what is in the trench to determine if further work needs to be done.  A work plan will be submitted during Spring 2007 for additional vertical borings at the site.

SWMU 13 (Chemical Agent Munitions Disposal System (CAMDS)) – A Diesel fuel spill occurred at this site in 1983.  The design of a free product recovery and bioventing system is scheduled for Summer 2007.  Bioventing is the process of injecting air into soil by vents to stimulate biological activity and the breakdown of organic compounds with some volatilization (liquid changing into gas) occurring.  Construction of the system is scheduled for Spring 2008.  There will be three to five years of operations and maintenance on the system, and then the site should be closed in six to seven years.

SWMU 26 (Sanitary Landfill) – The Final Work Plan for Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) contamination investigation was approved in August 2006.  VOC s were found in a groundwater monitoring well and the landfill is believed to be the contamination source.  Plans were implemented in December 2006 to install 83 soil-gas monitoring points (where soil-gas matter is extracted), with relatively shallow borings, from which 82 soil-gas samples were obtained.  The potential source(s) of contamination were identified near well S-40-90.  Two contaminants found were 1,1,1, Trichloroethane (TCA) and Trichloroethylene (TCE).  The good news is that these two contaminants were not found anywhere else at the site.  Now that the contamination location has been pinpointed, work can be concentrated around that area.

Next steps include a work plan addendum that will be provided to EPA for approval.  Additionally, the Army plans to install four 4-inch monitoring wells based on further soil-gas sampling results.  Additional fieldwork is scheduled for Spring/Summer 2007.

SWMU 5 (Building 600 Foundation, Drainage Pond, and Ditch) – Field activities were performed in November 2003 to clean this site.  A Corrective Measures Completion Report was submitted in June 2004.  Corrective Measures were not implemented exactly as designed, so the State requested that the Risk Assessment be revised. This Risk Assessment will complete the site closure process and will be submitted as scheduled in March 2007.  The State will then consider approving the closure of the site.
SWMU 19 (Empty Drum Storage Area – Building 533) – Excavate and haul activities were preformed in August 2004 to clean this site with the Corrective Measures Completion Report submitted in December 2004. The initial thought was that the contamination in the soil stopped at 8ft, but digging continued to 12ft.  Normally, there is not a need to look further than 12ft since it is assumed that there will be no human contact with the soil at that depth under the reasonably anticipated future land use. A Risk Assessment was submitted in January 2007 to complete the site closure process.  The State will then approve the closure of the site.
Q:  Wade Mathews – What does SWMU stand for?

A:  April Fontaine – Solid Waste Management Unit.

Q:  Wade Mathews – How long ago were these SWMUs identified?

A:  April Fontaine – Probably about 20 years ago.

Q:  Wade Mathews – What happens if there are other sites out there that are later identified?

A:  April Fontaine – We are confident that these are the only sites of concern, but if something else were to be found, we would investigate it.  Extensive investigations have looked at historical data of the sites at DCD, what they were used for and how substances were disposed of at these sites.  But, our system is flexible, if something is discovered, it will be investigated.

Comment: Walt Levi – Three or four years were spent going over site historical data, the sites were physically investigated, industrial areas were mapped out to be confident that what we have found is it.  If it pre-dates DCD, that’s a different story.  There are a couple areas that were not industrial sites that are handled differently by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and EPA.

Comment: April Fontaine – These SWMUs presented today are the only sites still open, everything else has been cleaned.

Q:  Wade Mathews – For those sites completed with corrective measures, do you ever go back and look at them to see that everything is still clean?

A:  April Fontaine – The Department of Defense does 5-year reviews in accordance with EPA guidelines.  DCD has not had a 5-year review, which was supposed to be this year, since Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) has occurred.  They are now figuring out which party is responsible for funding it.

Comment: Wade Mathews – I would be interested in hearing when the BRAC and 5-year review issue has been worked out.  This should be an agenda item for an upcoming RAB meeting.

Comment: Brad Lauchnor – Groundwater monitoring is still being done all sites.

Q:  Wade Mathews – Does your department approve the closing and monitoring of the sites as well?

A: Brad Lauchnor – Yes, UDEQ does.

3. Groundwater Monitoring Results

    Zachary Garcia, North Wind, Inc.

Mr. Garcia’s presentation focused on the groundwater monitoring results from DCD, specifically describing the 2006 sampling approach using the Kabis sampler and techniques and the summary of the sampling program.

Advantages of the Lo-Flow Sampling Approach used at DCD are that it draws in groundwater from immediate surrounding formations and does not create vertical flow gradients.  This method also provides a deep depth sample and does not disturb the groundwater environment.  This means that if a slow discharging well is sampled, sampling will not cause the well to dry up.  Using the Kabis sampling method, not a lot of investigative derived waste is collected along with the groundwater.  This can make testing the sample easier.  Other advantages of the Kabis Sampler:  1.  Small and easily handled when empty 2.  No moving parts that can get broken 3.  No electrical or air supply necessary to sample 4.  Efficient sampling with recovery set-up 5.  It is easily decontaminated and cleaned 6.  Obtains a deep depth sample 7.  Causes no vertical mixing within the sample

During the 2006 groundwater-sampling program, the groundwater depths and total well depth in 113 wells were measured.  This helped determine if wells are filing with sediment.  Groundwater was sampled in 15 wells at six SWMUs.  Mr. Garcia shared the 2006 Analysis of what type of products were found at each SWMU:

SWMU 1: Volatile Organic Compounds (VOCs), explosives, Agent Breakdown Products (ABPs)

SWMU 3: VOCs, ABPs

SWMU 9: VOCs, ABPs

SWMU 13/30: VOCs, ABPs, Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons (TPH) Diesel

SWMU 25: VOCs, Semi Volatile Organic Compounds (SVOCs), ABPs 

SWMU 26: VOCs, SVOCs

The 2006 Monitoring Well Sampling showed that no significant changes in groundwater elevations or flow direction have occurred since previous sampling events.  Bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate was detected at SWMU 26.  Chloroform and carbon tetrachloride were again detected at SWMU 25 at concentrations double those of the previous year.  Chloroform and Trichloroethene were detected at SWMU 13/30.  A light film of Light Non-Aqueous Phase Liquid (LNAPL), a liquid that does not dissolve in water and floats on the surface, was detected at well number S-78-91, but the layer was too thin to measure.  LNAPL was not detected at well S-76-91.

Please see Attachment 2 for Mr. Garcia’s full presentation for more detailed sampling results and site maps.  

Q:  Wade Mathews – What does ND stand for?

A:  Zachary Garcia – Non-Detect.
Q:  Wade Mathews – Were contamination hits expected where they were found?  Does it mean that cleanup measures are working or not working?

A:  Zachary Garcia – Generally we compare this year’s data to the previous year’s data.  I can’t speak to whether the cleanup measures are working or not.

Comment: April Fontaine – There wasn’t anything found that was shocking or completely unexpected.
4. Status of DCD Closure Activities

    Kathy Ryan, DCD Transition/Closure Officer

   Joe Stilinovich, DCD Director of Project Management
Area 10 Igloo Reuse

Ms. Ryan explained that currently DCD is looking at the early use of DCD igloos for conventional ammunition storage and is establishing a process for transferring and managing ammunition at Tooele Army Depot.  They are working to define a process for re-using the igloos for conventional ammunition storage and gaining the U.S. Army Chemical Materials Agency’s (CMA’s) approval.  This project requires submittal of a site safety plan that is in process.  

Q:  Unidentified Attendee – What is the status of the Reuse Study that took place at DCD?

A:  Kathy Ryan – There is a draft out for review.  The final will be complete by April and submitted to higher headquarters.
Q:  Wade Mathews – Do the igloo moves require assistance from the county?

A:  Kathy Ryan – No, everything will be taken care of by DCD personnel since the material will be non-explosive.

Chemical Agent Munition Disposal System (CAMDS) Closure Activities

Mr. Stilinovich stated that DCD has hired the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) to assist with the closure of CAMDS.  All TVA crewmembers, which is estimated at 45-50 people, working at CAMDS will be required to complete a Safety Review prior to starting closure activities.  They will be reviewing existing the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) permit and working with DCD to update as necessary for the closure.  The existing government workforce will continue to perform closure activities until September 2007.  CAMDS employees are currently coordinating the following activities: 1.  The removal and Closure of Material Decontamination Chamber (CMD) 2A  2.  Preparation for closure on Explosive Contaminant Chamber #2, Material Decontamination Chamber 2A, and Multi-Purpose Demilitarization Machine.  DCD will still be monitoring sites and continuing with the same closure schedule submitted to the state.  

Q:  Unidentified Attendee – Is there anticipated offsite disposal and will TVA be responsible if there is?

A:  Walt Levi – The RCRA permit is being updated and planning is underway for an offsite disposal option.  For now, waste is being disposed of through existing contracts. 

5.  RAB Business Items

A.  Review and approval of July and November 2006 Meeting Minutes: Although there was still the absence of an official quorum at the RAB meeting, it was decided that the motion to approve the meeting minutes would press forward.  Gerald Gordon moved to approve both sets of meeting minutes.  Wade Mathews seconded, and the minutes were approved unanimously.

B.  DCD Environmental Newsletter: Mr. Levi said that the Spring 2007 edition of the DCD Environmental Newsletter would be finalized and available to the community in the next few weeks.  The newsletter will be included in the RAB-member packets.

C.  Action Items:  

There were no action items from this meeting.

6.  Agenda Items for Next Meeting/Proposed Next Meeting Date

A.  Agenda Items for the November meeting:

1.  Update on how the 5-year Review and BRAC issue is being resolved

2.  Status of the Chemical Safety Submittal (Safety Memo) for SWMU 1 & 25

3.  BRAC/Closure Update

B.  Next meeting date – July 10, 2007 at the Tooele Chemical Stockpile Office:

All RAB members present agreed on the July 10, 2007 meeting date.

7.  Adjournment – 6:35 p.m.
AGENDA
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Deseret Chemical Depot

Restoration Advisory Board
Tooele Chemical Stockpile Outreach Office
Tuesday, March 13, 2007

54 South Main Street, Tooele, Utah
5:30 PM

1.
Welcome and Introductions
5:30-5:40


Walton Levi, DCD RAB Co-Chair

2.
DCD Environmental Restoration Program Update
5:40-6:00

April Fontaine, US Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento 
3.
Groundwater Monitoring Results
6:00-6:20


David Bates, North Wind Environmental
4.
Status of DCD Closure Activities
6:20-7:00


Kathy Ryan, DCD Transition/Closure Officer

Joe Stilinovich, DCD Director of Project Management


5.
Questions, Meeting Business, Discussion
7:00-7:30

Old Business:   
(1) Accept July and November Meeting Minutes

New Business:  
(2) DCD Newsletter
6.
Agenda Items for Next Meeting


Proposed Next Meeting Date – July 10, 2007
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