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EXHIBIT A 
PROJECT AREA 

 

 
Source: CaSil; adapted by EDAW in 2007 

NLIP Landside Improvements Project Construction Phases  

 



 
 

EXHIBIT B 
FORM-OF LETTER TO CVFPB and DWR 

 
[SAFCA LETTERHEAD] 

[Date] 
 
Jay Punia, Executive Officer 
Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
P. O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236 
 
Lester Snow, Director 
California Department of Water Resources 
P.O. Box 942836 
Sacramento, CA 94236 
 

RE: Encroachment Permit for SAFCA Natomas Levee Improvement Program 
Landside Improvements Project 

 
Dear Sirs: 
 
 On March 21, 2008, the Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) issued Permit 
18159-3 BD to SAFCA to improve portions of the Sacramento River east levee as part of the 
Agency’s Natomas Levee Improvement Program (NLIP) Landside Improvements Project 
(Project).  Permit condition Fourteen states that no work authorized by this permit shall be 
performed until the Board and the Department of Water Resources (Department) have received, 
reviewed and approved a complete set of final plans and specifications for the Project.  In order 
to satisfy this condition, under separate cover SAFCA has submitted the required final plans and 
specifications for review and approval by the Board and the Department.  
 

The purpose of this letter is to highlight several key features of the Project and 
underscore the SAFCA’s commitment to ensuring that these features are incorporated into the 
final design.  First, the final design calls for construction of a new levee adjacent to the existing 
Sacramento River east levee along Garden Highway.  A key objective of this design is to 
preserve the existing Garden Highway and minimize the removal of levee encroachments located 
on private lands along the water side of this roadway.  SAFCA intends to work closely with the 
Board and the Department to achieve this objective in a manner that is consistent with the 
Board’s Supplemental Standards for Control of Residential Encroachments in Reclamation 
District 1000, which are found in Section 133 of Title 23 of the California Code of Regulations.   

 
Second, in order to accommodate the Project footprint and minimize the effects of the 

Project on residences along the Garden Highway, the final design calls for relocation of portions 
of the existing main electrical transmission system, including poles and powerlines that provide 
electricity to these residences, into a new utility operation and maintenance corridor for which 



right-of-way has been acquired east of the new adjacent levee.  In addition, SAFCA has sought 
to avoid relocating existing secondary poles and individual service lines that link the main 
transmission line to the residences.  To the extent that such relocations are necessary, wherever 
possible the new secondary poles have been located along the landside of the Garden Highway 
between the roadway pavement and the new adjacent levee.   

 
Third, SAFCA has incorporated new storm water drainage facilities into the final design 

to offset the potential increase in storm water that would otherwise be discharged from the 
Garden Highway onto the private parcels occupying the water side of the levee.  These drainage 
facilities consist of a collection swale located between the new adjacent levee and the Garden 
Highway, and new pipes and drainage outfall lines to drain collected storm water to the river.  
Where these outfalls cross private property, they are located along existing parcel boundaries in 
buried pipes that drain to the river [or in an alternative location selected in consultation with the 
property owner].   
 
 SAFCA requests that the Board and the Department approve these Project features as 
shown in the final design package.  However, if for any reason the Board or the Department 
determines that the proposed location of electrical or drainage facilities is unacceptable, SAFCA 
requests that the Board and/or the Department identify alternative locations that would be 
acceptable so that affected property owners may have an opportunity to work with SAFCA in 
selecting from among these alternatives.  Please contact us if you have any questions in this 
regard.  We look forward to working with you to continue to improve flood protection for the 
Natomas Basin.   
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 

Stein M. Buer 
Executive Director 

       
 
cc:  United States Army Corps of Engineers 
 Reclamation District 1000 
 
 



 
 

EXHIBIT C 
FORM-OF LETTER TO UTILITY COMPANY 

 
[SAFCA LETTERHEAD] 

[Date] 
 
[Name] 
[Name of Utility Company] 
[Address] 
[City, State ZIP] 
 

RE: Relocation of Electrical and Telephone Utility Poles and Lines  
SAFCA Natomas Levee Improvement Program Landside Improvements Project, 
[Year] Construction Projects 

 
Dear [Name]: 
 
 SAFCA has undertaken the Natomas Levee Improvement Program ("NLIP") Landside 
Improvements Project (“Project”) in order to provide increased flood protection to the Natomas 
Basin.  The Project will require relocation of utility poles and lines along the levee system in 
order to accommodate the widened levee and related infrastructure.  
 
 Enclosed with this letter please find plans which identify SAFCA’s proposed locations 
for installation of new poles and lines and relocation of existing facilities to accommodate the 
footprint of the Project.  In order to minimize the effects of the Project on Garden Highway 
residences, these locations have been selected so as to ensure that no new main transmission 
lines and poles are installed on the water side of the Garden Highway.  In addition, SAFCA has 
sought to avoid relocating poles that support individual service lines.  To the extent such 
relocations are necessary, wherever possible the new poles have been located on the land side of 
the Garden Highway.   
 

SAFCA believes the proposed utility relocation plan is consistent with sound engineering 
practices and we look forward to your approval.  However, if for any reason [utility provider] 
determines that any proposed utility pole location is unacceptable, we request that [utility 
provider] identify alternative locations that would be acceptable so that the affected property 
owners may have an opportunity to work with SAFCA in selecting from among these 
alternatives.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns.  We appreciate your cooperation 
on this important Project to improve flood protection for the Natomas Basin.   
 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 

Stein M. Buer 
Executive Director 

       
 
cc:  United States Army Corps of Engineers 
 [Reclamation District 1000] 
 [Central Valley Flood Protection Board] 
 
 



 
 
 

EXHIBIT D 
FORM-OF LETTER TO CVRWQCB 

 
[SAFCA LETTERHEAD] 

[Date] 
 
[Name] 
Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Sacramento Main Office 
11020 Sun Center Drive #200 
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670-6114 
 

RE: Request for Waste Discharge Requirements for Drainage Pipes and Outfalls 
Natomas Levee Improvement Program  
Landside Improvements Project, [Year] Construction Projects  

 
Dear [Name]: 
 
 SAFCA has undertaken the Natomas Levee Improvement Program ("NLIP") Landside 
Improvements Project (“Project”) in order to provide increased flood protection to the Natomas 
Basin.  The Project will involve the construction of a new adjacent levee on the land side of the 
existing Sacramento River east levee along the Garden Highway.  The section of the adjacent 
levee between the Natomas cross Canal and Powerline Road will be raised above the elevation of 
the existing levee.  This grade difference results in a change in the drainage pattern associated 
with the eastern side of the roadway.  
 
 Enclosed with this letter please find SAFCA’s application for waste discharge 
requirements associated with the new storm water drainage facilities which are proposed to 
offset the potential increase in storm water that would otherwise be redirected from eastern side 
of the Garden Highway onto the private parcels occupying the water side of the levee.  These 
drainage facilities consist of a collection swale located between the new adjacent levee and the 
Garden Highway, and new pipes and drainage outfall lines to drain collected storm water to the 
river.  In order to minimize the effects of the Project on Garden Highway residences, where these 
outfalls cross private property, SAFCA has sought to locate the new drainage pipes and outfalls 
along existing parcel boundaries in buried pipes that drain to the river [or in an alternative 
location approved by the property owner].   
 
 SAFCA believes that the Project and the enclosed application for waste discharge 
requirements are consistent with sound engineering practices, the Settlement Agreement between 
the Garden Highway Community Association and SAFCA, and the Porter-Cologne Water 
Quality Control Act.   Accordingly, we request that the Regional Board approve this application.  
However, if for any reason the Regional Board determines that the location of any proposed new 
pipe or outfall line is unacceptable, we request that the Regional Board identify alternative 



locations that would be acceptable so that the affected property owners may have an opportunity 
to work with SAFCA in selecting from among these alternatives.   
 

Please contact us if you have any questions or concerns.  We look forward to your 
cooperation on this important Project to improve flood protection for the Natomas Basin.   
 
      Very truly yours, 
 
 
 

Stein M. Buer 
Executive Director 

    
 
cc:  United States Army Corps of Engineers 
 Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
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