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Memorandum

Date: | December 14,2011

To: | John Suazo

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
1325 ] Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

John Powderly

City of West Sacramento
1110 West Capitol Avenue
West Sacramento, CA 95691

Cc: | Michael Bessette, City of West Sacramento; Dave Shpak, City of West Sacramento;
Ric Reinhardt, MBK Engineers; Derek Larsen, MBK Engineers; Michael Vecchio,
HDR; Lucy Eidam Crocker, Crocker & Crocker; Ken Ruzich, WSAFCA

From: | Jennifer Rogers, ICF
Community Affairs Specialist

Subject: | Southport EIP Scoping Meeting Summary

Introduction

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) and West Sacramento Area Flood Control
Agency (WSAFCA) are preparing a joint Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact
Report (EIS/EIR) for the Southport Sacramento River Early Implementation Project (Southport EIP).
The EIS/EIR will be used to analyze and disclose the potential effects the Southport EIP may have on
the natural and human environment and to identify mitigation measures and alternatives to avoid
significant effects. USACE is the lead agency under NEPA, and WSAFCA is the project proponent and
lead agency under CEQA.

USACE and WSAFCA have been carrying out scoping activities to assist them in determining the
scope, focus, and content of the EIS/EIR. USACE and WSAFCA conducted two scoping meetings for
the public and interested parties on September 15, 2011. This document summarizes the scoping
process and comments received.
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Noticing

Notice of Preparation/Intent

In compliance with the requirements set forth in NEPA, USACE prepared a Notice of Intent (NOI)
describing its intent to prepare an EIS, the proposed action, the possible alternatives, and relevant
scoping meeting and contact information. The NOI was posted in the Federal Register, the United
States Government’s official noticing and reporting publication, on August 26, 2011. The official
comment period for the NOI was August 26, 2011, to September 26, 2011.

In compliance with the requirements set forth in CEQA, WSAFCA prepared a Notice of Preparation
(NOP). The NOP contained a brief description of the proposed project; probable environmental
effects; the date, time and place of the public scoping meetings; and contact information. The NOP
solicited participation in determining the scope of the EIS/EIR. On August 24, 2011, the NOP was
sent to Responsible and Trustee Agencies and involved federal agencies, to the State Clearinghouse,
and parties previously requesting notice in writing. The comment period on the NOP was August 24,
2011 to September 26, 2011.

Mailings
WSAFCA mailed approximately 3,500 scoping meeting invitations 2 weeks before the meeting. Of
those, four invitations were to addresses outside the City of West Sacramento (City) limits.
Approximately 485 invitations were returned by the postal service because of an erroneous address,
vacant residence, or related cause. Invitations were sent to all properties within 500 feet of the
project site, including borrow areas, and within 100 feet of a proposed haul route.

The City iLights online newsletter (www.cityilights.org), which is developed by the City, featured an
article describing the Southport EIP and noted the times and date of the scoping meetings. A notice
of the article’s posting was emailed September 7 to nearly 700 West Sacramento residents that are
in the City’s database.

Fliers publicizing the scoping meetings also were handed out at a community meeting on August 18,
2011. This meeting was conducted by Crocker & Crocker, and invitees were certain landowners
potentially affected by the setback alternative under consideration for the Southport EIP.

A media advisory, developed by Crocker & Crocker, was sent electronically to local media outlets to
inform them of the two scoping meetings. Media outlets who received this advisory included the
West Sacramento News-Ledger, West Sacramento Press and the Sacramento Bee. These publications
are those which local residents and regional stakeholders read to stay informed of city and regional
activities. The West Sacramento Press included the information in an article on September 7, 2011.

Website

ICF International developed language to publicize the meetings that was posted on the City’s flood
management Web page the week of August 22, 2011 at
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http://www.cityofwestsacramento.org/city/flood/levee_improvements.asp. After the meetings, the
materials presented at the meetings were posted to this Web page for public viewing and public
record.

Legal Notices

Legal notices briefly introducing the lead agencies and the proposed Southport EIP and publicizing
the scoping meetings were placed in the West Sacramento News-Ledger, The West Sacramento Press,
and the Sacramento Bee newspapers on August 24, 2011. The Sacramento Bee was intended to reach
aregional public audience, and the West Sacramento News-Ledger and West Sacramento Press were
intended to reach local residents.

Appendix A contains copies of the following documents:
e Notice of Preparation (including resource agency mailing list)
¢ Notice of Intent
e Meeting invitation flier mailed in hard copy
e Article posted on City iLights newsletter website
e Email notice sent to City iLights subscribers
o West Sacramento News-Ledger, West Sacramento Press and Sacramento Bee public notices
e Media advisory

e Article posted in the West Sacramento Press

Public Meetings

Two public scoping meetings were held to inform the public of the proposed Southport EIP and
provide an opportunity for input on the range of alternatives, environmental effects, and any issues
of concern. The two meetings were held on September 15, 2011, at the West Sacramento Recreation
Center in the Community Room—one from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m., and the other from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
The meeting location was chosen because it is easily accessible for residents of the Southport
community, where the proposed project would be located. The meeting times were chosen to
accommodate schedules of public agency representatives and the general public, including residents
and business owners.

A 25-minute presentation was given at each meeting as a brief introduction to the proposed project,
project objectives, schedule, potential alternatives, and environmental compliance.

The meetings featured an open house-style component in which attendees could read and view the
information about the Southport EIP and interact with project staff, including WSAFCA, USACE, the
City, MBK and HDR Engineering staff, and ICF International environmental consulting staff.
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Twenty-four graphic display boards were available to attendees. The boards described and
illustrated the West Sacramento Levee Improvements Program history and the Southport EIP’s
purpose, need and objectives, study area, levee deficiencies and potential improvements,
environmental considerations, the NEPA/CEQA process, and project timeline. Project staff were
stationed at the display boards to provide additional detail or answer any questions.

A prepared fact sheet was available for attendees to take with them. The fact sheet provided an
overview of the Southport EIP and its objectives, the study area, and the environmental compliance
process.

Comment cards were offered so that meeting attendees could provide feedback on the proposed
project. These cards could be filled out during the meeting and given to a project team member or
filled out after the meeting and sent to either USACE or WSAFCA by September 26, 2011.

Appendix B contains copies of the following materials:
e Display boards

e PowerPoint presentation

e Factsheet

e Comment card

A total of 81 people attended the two meetings. Forty-seven comments were received. The dominant
subject of spoken comments, questions at the meetings, and written comments were concerns
regarding acquisition of private property and removal of homes. There was particular focus on
removal of homes to allow construction of a setback levee, based on a combination of perceptions
that flood risk is not evident; WSAFCA is only pursuing setback levees because the State of California
may pay a higher share of the project costs; and private homes should not be traded for the
recreation and open space benefits of others. Questions related to the necessity of a setback levee
and the compensation homeowners will receive if their property is acquired also were reflected in
many of the comments received. Subtopics related to this included:

e Will homeowners receive market value for their homes, despite the fact that the market is very
depressed?

e What type of compensation will be given for those residents who have to be temporarily
relocated?

e How can the emotional connection residents have with their homes be compensated for?

e Business relocation could mean reduced revenues.

Below is a summary of other recurring themes in the written comments. Appendix C contains all
written comments received during the scoping period.

e Consideration should be paid to archaeological resources in addition to water resources.

e All permits related to water quality should be obtained.
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e WSAFCA should post all information about the proposed EIP on their website. This process
should be very transparent.

e Opinion of recreational features proposed is generally favorable.

e There is general opposition to removing vegetation under USACE policy.

e Analysis should consider the impact the selected alternative would have on future development.
e Consideration of a slurry wall or relief well should be included.

e Traffic congestion during construction is a concern of residents.

e Apprehension was expressed about excess speed and traffic on S. River Road. This could be an
opportunity to alter the road to have speed reduction features.

e Concern was evident related to construction disruptions: dust, noise, air quality, 24-hour work,
staging and heavy equipment, and heavy traffic.

Next Steps and Recommendations

The comments received during the scoping period will assist in determining the issues to be
evaluated in detail in the EIS/EIR. Alternatives developed based on the scoping process will be
analyzed, and a draft EIS/EIR will be developed. Upon the release of the Draft EIS/EIR, the public
will have 45 days to comment on the document. Additionally, at least one public meeting will be held
so the public and agencies can learn more about the Draft EIS/EIR, ask questions regarding the
analysis, and provide comments. At these meetings, the alternatives will be presented and explained.

Once the public comment period on the Draft EIS/EIR has concluded, USACE and WSAFCA will
consider and respond to all comments and prepare a Final EIS/EIR. USACE and WSAFCA will
consider all written comments in deciding which alternative(s) to select and implement. USACE and
WSAFCA will document that selection in a record of decision (for NEPA), no sooner than 30 days
following publication of the Final EIS/EIR, and in a notice of determination (for CEQA). Separate EIS
and EIR documents may be prepared.

In response to expressed public concerns, future outreach efforts should:
e Educate landowners regarding flood risk and levee deficiencies.

e Inform landowners that all project alternatives require a footprint that goes beyond the existing
levee—alternatives other than a setback levee also have features such as seepage berms or an
adjacent levee that have the potential to result in loss of homes and need for property
acquisition.

e Inform all landowners that all proposed alternatives and alternative selection will be based on
rational, objective, data and science-driven processes defined by state and federal regulations,
administered under the highest standards of professional practice and driven by WSAFCA and
the City’s obligations to ensure health and safety through flood risk reduction.
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e Disclose the alternative screening criteria to demonstrate fairness and the full array of
considerations in making a project decision.

e Inform landowners that while WSAFCA'’s state partner, the Department of Water Resources
(DWR), may prefer the use of setback levees because of the measure’s public safety and
ecological benefits, the city will not implement setbacks in areas where it does not make sense
to do so after considering all issues and impacts related to development, operation and
maintenance.

e Highlight project benefits to the community-at-large and greater good of the city.
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Attachment to Notice of Preparation
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
Supplemental Information

Location of Project Study Area:

As introduced in the Notice of Preparation, the West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (WSAFCA) is
proposing the Southport Sacramento River Early Implementation Project (EIP) to implement flood risk—reduction
measures along the Sacramento River South Levee in the city of West Sacramento, Yolo County, California.
The project reach extends along the right bank of the Sacramento River south of the Barge Canal downstream
approximately 6.4 miles to the South Cross Levee, protecting the Southport community of West Sacramento.
The 3.3-square mile study area encompasses the area of levee improvement along the river corridor and the
potential soil borrow sites east and west of southern Jefferson Blvd. (Figure 1).

Project Purpose and Lead Agencies:

The project would bring the levee up to standard with Federal and state flood protection criteria, as well as
provide opportunities for ecosystem restoration and public recreation. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(USACE) will act as the Federal lead agency under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). WSAFCA
will act as lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). As such, WSAFCA has principal
responsibility for carrying out and approving the project. The agencies have determined that a project-level
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) should be prepared for the project.

USACE has three potential actions associated with WSAFCA'’s proposed project:

e under 33 United States Code, Section 408 (Section 408), the Chief of Engineers may grant permission
to alter an existing flood control structure if it is not injurious to the public interest and does not impair
the usefulness of such work;

e under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, the District Engineer may permit the discharge of dredged or
fill material into waters of the United States if the discharge meets the requirements for the
Environmental Protection Agency's 404 (b)(l) guidelines and is not contrary to the public interest; and

e under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act, the District Engineer may permit activities that do not
affect navigable waters.

WSAFCA is requesting such permissions in order to implement the project. The project must comply with NEPA
to acquire these permissions. This project would continue work undertaken by WSAFCA for the | Street Bridge
EIP (constructed in 2008), The Rivers and CHP Academy EIPs (under construction at the time of this NOP), and
a separate effort led by USACE and the Central Valley Flood Protection Board at the Barge Canal in West
Sacramento under the Sacramento River Bank Protection Project.

Project Description:
The EIS/EIR will analyze the possible environmental effects of combining a variety of flood protection measures
to address known levee deficiencies. The flood protection measures considered in the EIS/EIR may include:
¢ slope flattening of the existing levee,
use of seepage berms and/or stability berms located to the land side of the levee,
rock slope protection located to the water side of the levee,
setback levees and/or adjacent levees located landward of the existing levee,
relief wells, and
slurry cut-off walls.

The EIS/EIR will consider the environmental impacts of other foreseeable project elements and mitigation
measures located in the study area. Foreseeable construction and maintenance of such flood protection
measures likely would include, but not be limited to:
e use of neighboring roadways for project ingress and egress;
creation of temporary access roads;
construction of new roadways, including elevated spans;
resurfacing and/or relocation of existing roadways;
extraction of soil from identified borrow sites;
disposal of excess soil at identified disposal sites; and
relocation of public utilities.

West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
Southport Sacramento River EIP NOP—Attachment
August 2011
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The project will also be defined to include ecosystem restoration, such as levee breaches for habitat creation,
planting and revegetation, and similar features. Recreation features will also be analyzed, such as trails, water
access, staging areas; wayfinding and interpretive signs; and associated amenities.

Environmental Factors Potentially Affected:
The environmental factors checked below would potentially be affected by the proposed project (i.e., the project
would involve at least one impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact”).

X Aesthetics X Agriculture Resources X Air Quality
X Biological Resources X Cultural Resources X Geology/Soils
X Hazards and Hazardous Materials X Hydrology/Water Quality X Land Use/Planning
X Mandatory Findings of X Mineral Resources X Noise
Significance
X Population/Housing X Public Services X Recreation
X Socioeconomics and X Transportation/Traffic X Utilities/Service Systems

Environmental justice

West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
Southport Sacramento River EIP NOP—Attachment
August 2011
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Attachment to Notice of Preparation
Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental Impact Report
Distribution List

Government Agencies

Bureau of Indian Affairs

Pacific Regional Office

Environmental Compliance Department
2800 Cottage Way

Sacramento, CA 95825

Bureau of Reclamation
Mid-Pacific Region
2800 Cottage Way
Sacramento CA 95825

California Department of Fish and Game
Jeff Drogensen

1701 Nimbus Road, Suite A

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

California Department of Conservation
Rebecca Salazar

801 K Street, MS-24-02

Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of Fish and Game
Glenda Marsh, Senior Environmental Scientist
1416 9th Street, Floor 12

Sacramento, CA 95814

California Department of Parks and Recreation
Bob Baxter

PO Box 942896

Sacramento, CA 94296-0001

California Department of Transportation, District 3
Kendall Schinke

2983 Gateway Oaks Blvd., Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95833

California Department of Water Resources
Division of Water Resources

PO Box 942836

Sacramento, CA 94236

Central Valley Flood Protection Board

Eric Butler

3310 El Camino Ave. 1160

Sacramento, CA 95821

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
CEQA Compliance Division
11020 Sun Center Dr, #200
Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
Southport Sacramento River EIP NOP—Distribution List
August 2011

Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
Greg Vaughn

11020 Sun Center Dr, #200

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670

City of Sacramento

Planning Director

915 | Street, New City Hall, 3rd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Colusa County
Director

220 12th Street
Colusa, CA 95932

Delta Protection Commission
Alex Westhoff

PO Box 530

Walnut Grove, CA 95690

Department of Boating and Waterways
David Johnson

2000 Evergreen Street, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95815-3888

Department of General Services, Real Estate Division
Shirley Bramham

707 3rd Street, Suite 505

West Sacramento, CA 95605

Federal Highway Administration
NEPA/CEQA Compliance Dept.
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE
Washington, DC 20590

FEMA Region IX, Federal Emergency Management
Donna Meyer, Deputy Regional Environmental Officer
111 Broadway, Ste. 1200

Oakland, CA 94607

National Marine Fisheries Service
Mike Hendrick

650 Capitol Mall, Suite 8-300
Sacramento, CA 95814

Native American Heritage Commission
Debbie Pilus Treadway

915 Capitol Mall, Room 364
Sacramento, CA 95814
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Office of Historic Preservation
Milford Wayne Donaldson
1416 9th Street, Room 1442-7
Sacramento, CA 95814

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Lou Norton

343 Sacramento Street

Auburn, CA 95603

Sacramento Air Quality Management District
Karen Huss

1947 Galileo Ct., Ste. 103

Davis, CA 95616

Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
Tim Washburn

1007 7th Street, 7th Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

Sacramento County Planning and Community
Development Agency

Director

827 7th Street, Room 230

Sacramento, CA 95814

Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge Complex
Environmental Compliance Dept.

752 County Road 99W

Willows, CA 95988

Sacramento Regional County Sanitation District
Sharon Seargent

10545 Armstrong Ave.

Mather, CA 95655

Sierra Northern Railway
President

341 Industrial Way
Woodland, CA 95776

Solano County

Director of Public Works and Planning
601 Texas Street

Fairfield, Ca 94533

State Clearinghouse, Office of Planning & Research
1400 10th Street, Rm 121
Sacramento, CA 95814

State Lands Commission,
Environmental Management Division
Cy Oggins, Division Chief

100 Howe Ave, Suite 100 South
Sacramento, CA 95825

West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
Southport Sacramento River EIP NOP—Distribution List
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Sutter County Public Works Department
Director of Public Works

1130 Civic Center Blvd.

Yuba City, CA 95993

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Sacramento District
John Suazo, Attn: Planning Division (CESPK-PD-R)
1325 J Street

Sacramento, CA 95814

U.S. Department of the Interior, Office of
Environmental Policy and Compliance

Patricia Sanderson Port, Regional Environmental
Officer

1111 Jackson Street, Suite 520

Oakland, CA 94607

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Connell Dunning

75 Hawthorne Street

San Francisco, CA 94105

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Cottage Way, Room W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
221 W. Court Street
Woodland, CA 95695

Washington Unified School District

Scott Lantsberger, Assistant Superintendent
930 Westacre Road

Sacramento, CA 95691

Yolo County Agricultural Commission
70 Cottonwood Street
Woodland, CA 95695

Yolo County Environmental Health
Bruce Sarazin, Chief
137 N. Cottonwood St., Ste. 2400
Woodland, CA 95695

Yolo County Planning Department
Planning Director

292 West Beamer Street
Woodland, CA 95695

Yolo County Transit Authority

350 Industrial Way
Woodland, CA 95776

Page 2 of 4
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Yolo Habitat JPA Yolo Solano Air Quality Management District
Maria Wong, Executive Director Matt Jones

120 West Main Street, Suite C 1947 Galileo Court, Suite 103

Woodland, CA 95695 Davis, CA 95616

Non-Governmental Organizations

American Rivers

John Cain, Director, California Flood Management

244 |Lake Drive
Kensington, CA 94708

California Farm Bureau Federation
Environmental Compliance Department
2300 River Plaza Drive

Sacramento, CA 95833

Center for Biological Diversity
351 California Street, Suite 600
San Francisco, CA 94104

Defenders of Wildlife

Kim Delfino, California Program Director
1303 J Street, Suite 270

Sacramento, CA 95814

Family Water Alliance
P.O. Box 365
Maxwell, CA 95955

Friends of the River

Ronald Stork, Senior Policy Advocate
1418 20th Street, Suite 100
Sacramento, CA 95811

Friends of the Swainson’s Hawk
Judith Lamare, President

915 L Street, Suite C-425
Sacramento, CA 95814

Habitat 2020 Sacramento County
Attn: Chairperson

909 12th Street, Suite 100
Sacramento CA 95814

Sacramento Area Bicycle Advocates
Jordan Lang

909 12th Street, Suite 116
Sacramento, CA 95814

Sacramento River Preservation Trust

PO Box 5366
Chico, CA 95927

West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency

Southport Sacramento River EIP NOP—Distribution List
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Sacramento Valley Landowners Association
PO Box 3014
Sacramento, CA 95812

Sierra Club

Terry Davis

801 K Street, Suite 2700
Sacramento, CA 95814

Sierra Club Motherlode Chapter

Tony Loftin, Chair, Sacramento Group
801 K Street, Suite 2700

Sacramento, CA 95814

Sierra Club-Yolano Group

Pamela Nieberg and Carolyn Hinshaw,
Chairperson

3010 Loyola Drive

Davis, CA 95618

The California Central Valley Flood Control
Association

910 K Street, Suite 310

Sacramento, CA 95814

The Nature Conservancy
2015 J Street, Suite 103
Sacramento, CA 95814

The Northern California Water Association
455 Capitol Mall # 335
Sacramento, CA 95814-4496

Tuleyome

Andrew Fulks

607 North Street
Woodland, CA 95695

Yolo Audubon Society

Chad Roberts, Conservation Chairman
P.O. Box 886

Davis, CA 95617
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Individuals

Jeralin and William Wingfield

David Sanders

Linda Pacheco
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AUTHENTICATED

US. GOVERNMENT

INFORMATI
GPO,

Federal Register/Vol. 76, No. 166/ Friday, August 26, 2011/ Notices

53423

Act (NEPA) coverage for the proposed
action.

The ROD discusses each alternative
considered for the proposed action and
those that are environmentally
preferable. The Corps has identified an
Adaptive Management Implementation
Process (AMIP), with a construction
ceiling of Alternative 3.5 (approximately
4,370 acres), as the selected plan. The
key aspect of the AMIP is that, rather
than selecting a specific acreage
alternative, actions would be
progressively implemented and
monitored until the desired biological
response of terns and plovers is attained
and sustained. The Corps recognizes
that alternative methods such as
vegetation removal, while relatively
untested, provide the potential to
decrease impacts and costs, and could
be incorporated if proven successful.

The FPEIS describes the potential
environmental consequences of the
alternatives considered in detail. During
analysis, impacts of the larger
alternatives (3, 2 and 1) were deemed to
be moderate to high and impacts of
lesser alternatives (3.5, 4 and 5) were
deemed to be moderate to low.
Alternative 3.5 represents a midrange of
habitat available at a time when the
birds were productive, and it is
anticipated that biological metrics will
be met before fully implementing up to
Alternative 3.5. If Alternative 3.5 is fully
implemented and biological metrics are
not met, the Corps can consider
continuing to higher acreage alternatives
or other methodologies, in which case
appropriate coordination and disclosure
would be pursued (potential amended
ROD or additional NEPA).

The AMIP allows for flexibility to
provide habitat up to a point of meeting
population goals, and to minimize
impacts through approaches such as
monitoring, redistributing acreage
targets among segments if needed,
avoiding sensitive resources, using less-
impactful or costly construction
methodologies as they become available,
and avoiding over-construction of
habitat.

Implementing the selected alternative
will provide the most effective means
for the Corps to meet its obligations,
including avoiding jeopardy to the bird
species, while managing the river for all
authorized purposes. Risk of significant
impacts to the environment appears to
be low to moderate as a result of
implementation of the ESH program,
and numerous acres of ESH would be
created, which is considered important
not only to protected bird species, but
to the overall ecology of the Missouri
River.

Concurrently with the ROD, an errata
sheet is also being made available,
which provides the comments received
on the Final PEIS along with the Corps
response to each. Also included in the
errata is an update regarding Tribal
coordination and the PEIS.

2. Document Availability. The Final
PEIS (May 2011), the ROD, the errata
sheet, and an updated Final PEIS which
incorporates the ROD and the errata
items (August 2011), are available at:
http://www.moriverrecovery.org/mrrp/
f’p=MRRP:documents.

For more information about the
Emergent Sandbar Habitat program,
please visit http://
www.moriverrecovery.org under “BiOp/
Mit Efforts.”

Dated: August 15, 2011.
Christopher D. Wiehl,

Acting Chief, Planning Branch, Omaha
District.

[FR Doc. 2011-21894 Filed 8-25-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3720-58-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement/
Environmental Impact Report for the
Section 408 Permission for the
Southport Sacramento River Early
Implementation Project, West
Sacramento, CA

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers; DoD.
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended, and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
intends to prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement/Environmental
Impact Report (EIS/EIR) under Section
14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899
(as amended) (33 U.S.C. 408), and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. 1344), for the proposed
Southport Sacramento River Early
Implementation Project (EIP), sponsored
by the West Sacramento Area Flood
Control Agency (WSAFCA). Figures of
the project area can be viewed at
http://www.cityofwestsacramento.org/
city/flood.

WSAFCA is planning the Southport
Sacramento River EIP to implement
flood-risk reduction measures along the
Sacramento River South Levee in the
City of West Sacramento, Yolo County,
CA. The project reach extends along the

right bank of the Sacramento River
south of the barge canal, downstream
approximately 6.4 miles to the South
Cross Levee, protecting the Southport
community of West Sacramento. The
3.3-square mile study area encompasses
the area of levee improvement along the
river corridor and the potential soil
borrow sites. In order to implement the
project, the sponsor must acquire
permission from USACE to alter the
Federal project under Section 14 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (as
amended) (33 U.S.C. 408 or, Section
408). USACE also has authority under
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33
U.S.C. 1344) over activities involving
the discharge of dredged or fill material
to waters of the United States, which are
known to be in the project area. The
project would bring the levee up to
standard with Federal and state flood
protection criteria, as well as providing
opportunities for ecosystem restoration
and public recreation. USACE, acting as
the federal lead agency under NEPA,
and WSAFCA, acting as the state lead
agency under the CEQA in coordination
with the Central Valley Flood Protection
Board, have determined that an EIS/EIR
should be prepared to describe
alternatives, potential environmental
effects, and mitigation measures.

DATES: Public scoping meetings will be
held on Thursday, September 15, 2011
at 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. at the West
Sacramento Recreation Center, 2801
Jefferson Boulevard, West Sacramento,
CA. Send written comments by
September 26, 2011 (see ADDRESSES).

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
suggestions concerning the scope and
content of the environmental
information may be submitted to Mr.
John Suazo, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, Sacramento District, Attn:
Planning Division (CESPK-PD-R), 1325
J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814.
Requests to be placed on the mailing list
also should be sent to this address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions about the proposed actions
and environmental review process
should be addressed to John Suazo at
(916) 557-6719, e-mail:
john.suazo@usace.army.mil (see
ADDRESSES).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Proposed Action. WSAFCA is
proposing a project along the
Sacramento River west levee under the
California DWR’s Early Implementation
Program to expeditiously complete
flood-risk reduction measures. Known
as the Southport Sacramento River EIP,
the project proposes implementation of
flood-risk reduction measures
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(measures) along a 6.4-mile long reach
between the barge canal downstream to
the South Cross Levee. Primary
deficiencies of the levee include
through-seepage, under-seepage, and
embankment instability (e.g., overly
steepened slopes). As part of the project,
an EIS/EIR is being prepared. USACE
has authority under Section 14 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (as
amended) (33 U.S.C. 408), over
alterations to federal flood control
project levees and any such alterations
as proposed by WSAFCA are subject to
approval by USACE. USACE also has
authority under Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344) over
activities involving the discharge of
dredged or fill material to waters of the
United States, which are known to be in
the project area. Under Section 10 of the
Rives and Harbors Act, the District
Engineer may permit activities which do
not affect navigable waters. Due to these
authorities, USACE is acting as the lead
agency for the EIS pursuant to NEPA.
WSAFCA will be acting as the lead
agency for the EIR according to CEQA
as the public agency that has the
principal responsibility for carrying out
and approving the project.

2. Alternatives. The EIS/EIR will
consider several alternatives for
reducing flood damage. Each alternative
analyzed during the investigation will
consist of a combination of several
measures to reduce the risk of flooding.
These measures include, but are not
limited to, installing slurry cutoff walls,
constructing seepage or stability berms,
relief wells, rock slope protection, slope
flattening, and potential new levee
alignments (setback or adjacent levees).

3. Scoping Process.

a. Public scoping meetings will be
held on September 15, 2011, to present
information to the public and to receive
comments from the public on the
project. These meetings are intended to
initiate the process to involve concerned
individuals, and local, State, and
Federal agencies.

b. Significant issues to be analyzed in
depth in the environmental documents
include effects on hydraulics, wetlands
and other waters of the U.S., vegetation
and wildlife resources, special-status
species, aesthetics, cultural resources,
recreation, land use, fisheries,
agricultural resources, water quality, air
quality, transportation, and
socioeconomics; and cumulative effects
of related projects in the study area.

c. USACE is consulting with the State
Historic Preservation Officer to comply
with the National Historic Preservation
Act and with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and National Marine Fisheries
Service to comply with the Endangered

Species Act. USACE also is coordinating
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
to comply with the Fish and Wildlife
Coordination Act.

d. A 45-day public review period will
be provided for individuals and
agencies to review and comment on the
draft environmental document. All
interested parties are encouraged to
respond to this notice and provide a
current address if they wish to be
notified of the draft EIS/EIR circulation.

4. Availability. The draft EIS/EIR for
the Southport Sacramento River EIP is
scheduled to be available for public
review and comment in mid-2012.

Dated: August 17, 2011.
William J. Leady,
COL, EN, Commanding.
[FR Doc. 2011-21878 Filed 8—25-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3720-58-P

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE

Department of the Army; Corps of
Engineers

Intent To Prepare a Draft Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Larose to Golden Meadow
Hurricane Protection Project, Post-
Authorization Change Study, in
Lafourche Parish, LA

AGENCY: Department of the Army, U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers, DoD.

ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE) intends to prepare a
supplemental environmental impact
statement (SEIS) for the Larose to
Golden Meadow Hurricane Protection
Project, Post-Authorization Change
(PAC) Study. This project was originally
authorized in 1965. Construction began
in 1972 and is still underway. The PAC
Study was initiated to identify and
evaluate modifications needed to ensure
that completion of project features,
designed and constructed before
development of the post-Katrina
Hurricane and Storm Damage Risk
Reduction System (HSDRRS) Design
Guidelines, are in compliance with
these new guidelines.

The subject SEIS will supplement the
original environmental impact
statement (EIS) prepared for the project
as authorized in 1965. The Statement of
Findings for the original EIS was signed
on April 4, 1975. An SEIS was
subsequently prepared to address
proposed modifications to the
authorized plan. The Record of Decision
for this first SEIS was signed on May 20,
1985.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions concerning the draft SEIS
should be addressed to Charlene
Carmack, Rock Island District, Corps of
Engineers, CEMVP-PD-C, Clock Tower
Building, P.O. Box 2004, Rock Island, IL
61204—2004; telephone (309) 794-5570;
fax (309) 794-5157; or be e-mail:
Charlene.Carmack@usace.army.mil.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Authority. This SEIS will be the
second supplement to the EIS originally
prepared for the Larose to Golden
Meadow Hurricane Protection Project.
This project was authorized by the
Flood Control Act of 27 October 1965,
House Document No. 184, 89th
Congress (Pub. L. 89-298), which
authorized the project “hurricane-flood
protection at Grand Isle and Vicinity,
Louisiana” to provide protection in
accordance with the recommendation of
the Chief of Engineers in his report
entitled “Grand Isle and Vicinity, La.”,
and contained in House Document No.
184, Eighty-ninth Congress, 1st Session.
The authorized project is a ring levee
system with associated control
structures that provides hurricane and
storm damage risk reduction to
communities located along both sides of
Bayou Lafourche in Lafourche Parish,
Louisiana. The overall levee system is
approximately 43 miles long, extending
from Larose to a point 2 miles south of
Golden Meadow, Louisiana. Roughly
25,000 people live in the communities
of Larose, Galliano, Cutoff, and Golden
Meadow, which are located within the
ring levee system.

2. Alternatives. Alternatives currently
being evaluated in the PAC Study
include: (1) Stabilize the existing levee
using current criteria for still-water
elevations, which would complete the
project without exceeding the 1965
authorized elevation listed in the Grand
Isle, Louisiana, and Vicinity General
Design Memorandum (with datum
adjustments), and meet the current
approved design guidelines excluding
the Post-Hurricane Katrina hydrology
and hydraulics design guidelines; (2)
modify the 1965 design to complete the
project providing a level of risk
reduction based on the 1965 storm surge
design elevations (with datum
adjustments) using the current HSDRRS
Design Guidelines to include the Post-
Hurricane Katrina surge models; (3)
complete the existing levee system in
general conformance with the
previously authorized design. These
alternatives will be further formulated
and developed during the scoping
process and an appropriate range of
alternatives will be considered in the
new SEIS. These may include
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Learn More about the Latest Levee Improvement

Projectin the SouthportArea!

The West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency
(WSAFCA) is proposing the Southport Sacramento
River Early Implementation Project (EIP) to implement
flood-risk-reduction measures along the Sacramento
River South Levee, which protects the Southport
community (see map). The project would bring the
levee up to Federal and state standards and provide
ecosystem restoration and recreation opportunities.
An Environmental Impact Statement/Environmental
Impact Report (EIS/EIR) is currently underway to
determine what effects the project might cause

if it was constructed.

WSAFCA and their Federal partner in the EIS/EIR
process, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, invite you to
a scoping meeting to learn about and provide input on
the proposed project and the content of the EIS/EIR.
Scoping is a process used to inform the public of a
proposed activity and provide an opportunity for you to
give input on the range of alternatives, environmental
effects and any issues of concern. The purposes for
scoping are to share information, pose questions and
reveal problems early in the environmental studies.
Both scoping meetings have the same agenda and
topics. A presentation about the project will be given
30 minutes after each meeting begins.

Date: Thursday, September 15,2011

Time: First meeting is from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.
Second meeting is from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.

Place: West Sacramento Recreation Center
Community Room
2801 Jefferson Boulevard
West Sacramento
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If you cannot attend the meetings, you can learn more by
visiting http://www.cityofwestsacramento.org/city/flood/
In addition to providing your input at one of the meetings,
you can send written comments to: Megan Smith, Project
Manager, ICF International, 630 K Street, Suite 400,

Sacramento, CA 95814 or to Mr. John Suazo, U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers, Sacramento District, Attn: Planning Division
(CESPK-PD-R), 1325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814.

You can also email comments to:

southportcomments@icfi.com or john.suazo@usace.army.mil

Comments will be accepted from August 26, 2011 through
September 26, 2011.
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September 15 Environmental Scoping Meeting for Southport Levee Improvement Project ... Page 1 of 3

Home City Website Contact Us Subscribe Lik

September 15 Environmental Scoping Meeting for
Southport Levee Improvement Project

Posted on September 1, 2011

West Sacramento Area Flood

Control Agency (WSAFCA) and

the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer:

are hosting two public scoping

meetings for residents to learn abot
levee improvements in the Southport area of West Sacramento.

The two meetings will be held on Thursday, September 15th from 3:30 to 5:3C
p.m. and 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Both meetings will cover the same agenda and
topics.

The project team will present three project alternatives and provide an
opportunity for residents to learn about the Environmental Impact
Study/Enivronmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR), provide input on the alternative
and hear about the next steps involved in the project.

An EIS/EIR is currently underway to determine what effects the levee
Improvement alternatives may have if constructed. Scoping is the state-
mandated process used to inform the public of a proposed project. This

http://www.cityilights.org/2011/09/01/september-15-environmental-scoping-meeting-for-s... 10/4/2011



September 15 Environmental Scoping Meeting for Southport Levee Improvement Project ... Page 2 of 3

process also provides an opportunity for the public to ask questions and provic
input that will be included in the EIS/EIR.

The Southport Early Implementation Project (EIP) will improve nearly six miles
of the Sacramento River South Levee. The project was selected for early
implementation because construction can be accomplished on an accelerated
timeline to promote public safety and meet stricter standards set forth by the
federal government.

What: West Sacramento Southport Levee EIP EIS/EIR Scoping meetings

When: Thursday, September 15
First meeting: 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. — presentation at 4 p.m.
Second meeting: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. — presentation at 7 p.m.

Where: West Sacramento Recreation Center
2801 Jefferson Boulevard
West Sacramento, CA 95691

Highlights:

Learn about proposed levee alternatives

Provide input

Find out next steps
« Get information about the EIS/EIR

Additional Info:

For additional event details, please contact Megan Smith at (916) 737-3000 ¢
southportcomments@icfi.com

If you are unable to attend, you may learn more and submit comments by
visiting www.cityofwestsacramento.org/city/flood. Public comments will be
accepted until September 26, 2011.

http://www.cityilights.org/2011/09/01/september-15-environmental-scoping-meeting-for-s... 10/4/2011
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This entry was posted in City Projects, Community Groups, Community Meetings, General Information, Public Safety,

Transportation. | Bookmark the permalink.
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From: City iLights

To: Powderly. John

Subject: City iLights Update

Date: Wednesday, September 07, 2011 11:03:16 AM
Attachments: cityiliahts24px.pna

facebook24px.png
twitter24px.png

Hello John Powderly,
City iLights Daily Update

Posted on 09/07/2011

1.) September 15 Environmental Scoping Meeting for Southport Levee Improvement
Project

Thanks for your interest in the progress and events happening in the City of West
Sacramento!
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Prooffor Aug. 24 Legal Notice

News-Ledger

Notice of Preparation of an
Environmental Impact
Statement/Environmental
Impact Report for the
Southport Sacramento
River Early Implementa-
tion Project

West Sacramento Area Flood
Control Agency (WSAFCA) is
proposing to undertake the
Southport Sacramento River
Early Implementation Project.
The project would implement
flood risk-reduction measures
along the Sacramento River
South Levee in the city of West
Sacramento, Yolo County, Cali-
fornia. The project reach ex-
tends along the right (west)
bank of the Sacramento River
south of the Barge Canal down-
stream approximately 6.4
miles to the South Cross Levee,
protecting the Southport com-
munity of West Sacramento.
The project would bring the
levee up to standard with Fed-
eral and state flood protection
criteria and provide opportu-
nities for ecosystem restora-
tion and public recreation.
Comments solicited. The
United States Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), acting as
the Federal lead agency under
the National Environmental
Protection Act, and WSAFCA,
acting as lead agency under the
California Environmental Qual-
ity Act {CEQA), have deter-
mined that an Environmental
Impact Statement/Environ-
mental Impact Report (EIS/
EIR) will be prepared for the
project. As detailed in the
CEQA Notice of Preparation
that is available for review at
h ¢t ¢t p - /J
www.cityofwestsacramento.org/
city/flood/, USACE and
WSAFCA request your input on
the scope and content of the

EIS/EIR. All interested parties
are invited to comment for a
period of 30 days, beginning
August 26, 2011, Please send
comments no later than 5 p.m.
on September 26, 2011, by
email or standard mail to:

Ms. Megan Smith, Project
Manager, ICF International,
630 K Street, Suite 400, Sacra-
mento, CA 95814, Email:
southportcomments@icfi.com,
OR

Mr. John Suazo, U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Sacra-
mento District, Attn: Planning
Division (CESPK-PD-R) 1325
] Street, Sacramento, CA
95814, Email:
john.suazo@usace army.mil,

If commenting on behalf of a
public agency or non-govern-
mental organization, please
include the name of a contact
person.

Public meetings to be
held. Members of the public
may meet with lead agency
representatives and provide
written comments by attend-
ing one of two public scoping
meetings to be held on Septem-
ber 15, 2011, at 3:30 p.m. and
6:30 p.m., at the West Sacra-
mento Recreation Center,
Community Room, 2801
Jefferson Blvd., West Sacra-
mento, CA 95691.

Aug 24
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Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Statement,/
Environmental Impact Report for the Southport Sacramento River
Early Implementation Project

West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (WSAFCA) is proposing to
undertake the Southport Sacramento River Eary Implementation Project. The
Emjectwnu!d,im’piement flood risk-reduction measures along the Sacramentn

iver South Levee inthe city of West Sacramento; Yolo County, California. The
project reach extends along the right (west) bank of the Sacramento River
south of the Barge Canal downstream appraximately 6.4 miles to the South
Cross Levee, protecting the Southport community of West Sacramento. The
project would bring the levee up to standard with Federal and state flood
protection criteria and provide opportunities Tor ecosystem restoration and
public recreation,

Comments solicited. The United States Army Corps.of Engineers (USACE),
acting as the Federal lead agency under the National Emvironmental Protection
Act, and WSAFCA, acting as lead agency under the Califomia Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), have determined that an Environmental Impact

Statement/Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) will be prepared for the
project As detailed in the CEQA Notice of Preparation that is available for
review at http://www, cityofwestsacramento.org/city/flood/, USACE and

WSAFCA request your input on the scope and content of the EIS/EIR. All
interested parties are invted to comment for a period of 30 days, be ihning
August 26, 2011 Please send comments no later than S p.m. dn Sepfember
26, 2041, by email or standard mail to: '

Ms. Megan Smith, Project Manager, ICF International, 630 K Street. Suite
400, Sacramento, CA'95814, Emall: southportzomments @icfi.com, OR

Mr. John Suazo, U.S. ArmyCorps of Engineers, Sacramenta District, Attn:
Planning Division (CESPK-PDR) 1325 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814,
Email: john.suazo@usace.army. mil. ‘

If cormmenting on behalf of a public agency or nongovemmental organization;
please include the name of a contact persan.

Public meetings to be held. Members of the public may meet with lead agency
representatives and Emm’de written comments by attending one of two public
scoping meetings 10 be held on September 45, 2014, at 330 p.m. and 6:30
p.m., at the West Sacramento Recreation Center, Community Room, 2801

Jefferson Bivd., West Sacramento, CA 95691
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WSAFCA

West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency

For Immediate Release Contact: Lindsey Simoncic, Crocker & Crocker
September 6, 2011 (916) 205-4374

September 15 Environmental Scoping Meeting for Southport Levee

Improvement Project
West Sacramento Residents Invited to Provide Input on Alternatives

West Sacramento, Calif.- West Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (WSAFCA) and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers are hosting two public scoping meetings for residents to learn about levee
improvements in the Southport area of West Sacramento. The two meetings will be held on Thursday,
September 15 from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. and 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Both meetings will cover the same agenda and
topics.

The project team will present three project alternatives and provide an opportunity for residents to learn
about the Environmental Impact Study/Enivronmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR), provide input on the
alternatives and hear about the next steps involved in the project.

An EIS/EIR is cutrently underway to determine what effects the levee improvement alternatives may have
if constructed. Scoping is the state-mandated process used to inform the public of a proposed project. This
process also provides an opportunity for the public to ask questions and provide input that will be included
in the EIS/EIR.

The Southport Early Implementation Project (EIP) will improve nearly six miles of the Sacramento River
South Levee. The project was selected for early implementation because construction can be accomplished
on an accelerated timeline to promote public safety and meet stricter standards set forth by the federal
government.

What West Sacramento Southport Levee EIP EIS/EIR Scoping meetings
When Thursday, September 15
First meeting: 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. — presentation at 4 p.m.
Second meeting: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. — presentation at 7 p.m.
Where West Sacramento Recreation Center
2801 Jefferson Boulevard
West Sacramento, CA 95691
Highlights e Learn about proposed levee alternatives
e Get information about the EIS/EIR
e Provide input
e Find out next steps

Additional For additional event details, please contact Megan Smith at (916) 737-3000 or
Info southportcomments@jicfi.com

If you are unable to attend, you may learn more and submit comments by visiting
www.cityofwestsacramento.org/city/flood. Comments will be accepted from August 26
to September 26, 2011.
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By Carol Bogart
EDITOR
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Trees or no trees? The Army
Corps of Engineers’ “vegetation
policy™ for levees has been a mov-
ing target.

When West Sac upgraded the
levee by CalSTRS and the I-Street
Bridge to conform to post-
Hummicane Katrina FEMA stan-

dards, it installed a ‘shury’ (soil- |

bentonite mix) wall down through
500 feet of 1évee, said city officials
at the time.

Prior to the fix, according to fed-
eral documents, it, and much of the
rest of the city’s 50+ miles of levee
system, could not be certified for
even a 100 year flood event (a seri-
ous flood that has a 1 percent
chance of happening in any given
year), let alone provide the 200-
year-flood protection the State of

_ California now requires in urban

areas.

On the I-Street levee, the Corps
wouldn’t allow anything growing
on its re-graded slopes except grass.
Tearing out. existing vegetation,
which, according to Michael
Bessette, West Sacramento Flood
Protection Manager, included few
trees, nonetheless, “added $120,000

+to the project.”

When big trees designated ‘her-
itage’ trees based on the diameter of
their trunks are taken out, money
has to go in a mitigation bank to
buy new frees to be planted else-

" where. Southport, for example, got

a lot of new saplings (15-gallon size
treés) planted near housing devel-
opments such as Bridgeway Island
as ‘mitigation’ for trees West Sac
lost when the connection to
Satramento’s waste water treat-
ment plant went in, said West Sac
Urban Forest Manager Dena
Kirtley. ‘

It will be awhile before such frees
are big enough to support such
things as hawk’s nests.

When the I-Street levee was

-upgraded, and until a not-yet-

released Corps study favorable to
trees becomes official policy, it was
suspected that trees and their roots
weaken levees. The roots, it was
suspected, were a pathway for
leaks. .

The Environmental Impact ct
Report for the state’s proposed site

in Broderick for a new Indian

Museum found that the stretch of

A AT Cm s T YW T TEET g PP T M T g

behind The Rivers ~ leaks under
and through it and is too short.
Right now, the levee work behind

The Rivers housing developmentin -

Broderick has resulted in removing
trees — 37 of them, Bessette con-
firms — adding “a couple hundred
thousand dollars” to the cost of the
levee repairs,” he told the Bee, and

costing the endangered Swainson’s
Hawk important habitat.

The Corps’ “trees” study, accord-

ing to the recent story in the
Sacramento Bee, found that con-
trary to the view that tree roots were
a path for levee seepage, in fact, tree
roots help hold levee dirt in place.

" As yet undetermined, though, is

Wednesday, September 7, 2011 -

whether roots contribute to erosion
from passing water. Also, trees at
the top of levees may be a risk to
levees if they topple in a wind
storm, the study said.

Future levee work in Southport,

See TREES page 3

By Carol Bosgari
EDITOR.

Think you
pies in West
them even?

Yep, you da.

Yolo Couny

observed in
58 counties
volunteer sur

ture-outside:
Yellow-billed ¥
“In a lot of

made the birds hard to ﬁnd we
had more people out in the fieid
than ever before, and even
added two additional counties
over last year.”

About 260 volunteers submit-
ted checklists to the survey this
year, more than double the
number of the first survey in
2009, Frost said. “Given that
many people worked in teams,
about 500 people in total partic-
ipated,” he added.

PHOTO BY SONNY MENCHER

Yellow-billed Magpie photographed at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area
during Audubon California’s recent magpie count. The bird is rare
elsewhere, but abundant in Yolo and Sacramento Counties.

lives only in California’s
Central Valley and Coastal
Ranges, and may be may expe-
riencing a comeback after
major declines due to habitat
loss, West Nile Virus and pesti-

“cide use, said Frost. Voters in an

2009, he said.

Volunteers in the June survey

counted 3,200 birds across 24
counties (up from 18 counties
in 2009), with the most birds
counted in Sacramento, Yolo,
and San Luis Obispo counties.,

the levee (not scheduled forupgrad- |  Popular among birders and online poll named the Yellow- Frostreported.
ing) between the I Street levee | compelling for conservation- billed Magpie Audubon
upgrade and the stretch being fixed * ists, the Yellow-billed Magpie California’s Bird of the Year for See MAGPIES page 3
WHAT'S
INSIDE
DEX. B CA 1 Bomart located on school district prop-
y Carol Boga
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Learmng that the cancellation
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By Carol Bogart
EDITOR

Last . week, . researcher
announced a break through 1ir
treatments for victims in th:
event of a terrorist chemica
attack. .

Here? In America? On ou
own soil?

Now we know.

“ Yes.

Such an attack can happen.

Efforts to prevent futur
attacks have included intense
study of 9-11 itself. -

At UC Davis, experts on Al
Qaida and Osama bin Lader
include UC Davis religious stud
ies professor Flagg Miller whe
has studied al-Qaida's ideolog;
before and after 9/11, as well a
Osama bin Laden's leadershi;
and the impact of his death or

By Carol Bogart
EDIIOR :

Got b1g stuff like tires y01
want to get rid of?

West Sac’s fall Bulky Wastc
Drop-off event is scheduled fo:
Sept. 21-24 at 540 Harbo:
Blvd., said West Sacramen
Refuse & Recycling Divisior
spokeswoman Paulin:
Rosenthal in a press release.

The event is free. Waste car

By Carol Bogart
EDITOR

WOODLAND, CA -
Wednesday, August 31st
Congressman Mike Thompsor
(CA-1) on Aug. 31 mgf witl
representatives from the Fooc
Bank of Yolo, the local Farn
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Continued from Page 1

_ Michael Bessette
West Sac Fiood Manager

. according to the Bee, “puts thou-
sands of trees at risk.”

The tree study, the Bee reported,
is currently undergoing intemal

technical review at the Corps. The

levee tree research included ground
penetrating radar and other tools at
various levee locations, including
Sacramento.

Meantime, Bessette is scheduled
to make a presentation to the West
Sac Chamber of Commerce from
11:45 am. - 1:30 p.m. Sept 15.

The West Sac Press asked
Bessette to share with readers what
he plans to say. The following is
what he sent us:

“Lévee construction is underway -

throughout West Sacramento on
four separate projects and planning
for future levee improvements in
Southport is moving forward.

“In the north area of the city, the -

West Sacramento Area Flood
Control Agency (WSAFCA) is
managing two levee improvement
projects: the CHP Academy and the
Rivers Early Implementation
. Projects.

“The US Amny Comps of
. Engineers (Corps) is also in charge
of two (other) levee improvements,
a slip repair of the Yolo Bypass
levee north of Interstate 80 (EDI-
TOR: ‘According to the Federal
Register, the levee was ‘bulging’

due to high water in 2006) and a
new setback levee along the

Sacramento River in the Southport,

area just south of Stone Locks.’

““The projects under construction,
combined with two projects already
completed (the 1 Street Early
Implementation Project and the first
Yolo Bypass slip repair), will
improve over three miles of levees
to meet current 200-year flood stan-
dards.

“WSAFCA is presently studying
the next Early Implementation
Project (EIP), called the Southport
Sacramento River EIP.

“At six miles (in length), the

Southport EIP would improve the

largest portion of the city’s levees to
date. Currently in the design phase,
various levee altematives are being
examined by WSAFCA that include
different kinds of levee treatments,
including in-place repair, adjacent
levee repair, -setback levees, and
seepage-barriers.

“The final design is likely to
include a combination of these dif-
ferent methods for reducing flood
risks.

“WSAFCA’s state partner the
Department of Water Resources
(DWR), may offer incentives for
setback levees in exchange for envi-
ronmiental restoration (EDITOR.: ie:
leaving trees and other vegetation
on the existing levee undisturbed).

“However,” said Bessette, “the
city will not implement setbacks in
areas where it dbes not make sense
to do so after considering all issues
and impacts related to development,
operation and maintenance.

“Recently, WSAFCA held a
meeting with South River Road res-
idents located between Davis Road

- and Gregory Avenue, where prelim-

inary design studies indicate feasi-
ble approaches to levee improve-
ments may affect existing homes.”
The objective of the meeting,
Bessette said, was to inform prop-
erty owners of the city’s emerging
levee concems at the soonest time
and begin to acquaint property own-
ers with the real estate acquisition
process. {EDITOR: If it's deter-
mined that a setback levee best
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- West Sac levee work by the CHP Academy as preparations are made

to install a slurry wall. Before a slurry wall can be constructed in an
existing levee, all vegetation must be removed. Thirty seven trees
were torn out recently to prepare for installing a slurry wall in the
levee behind The Rivers housing development in Broderick. At least
one large tree removed was home to an endangered Swainson’s

Hawk.
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serves the public good, ie: the
broader area is best protected from
a catastrophic flood by leaving
existing trees in place and putting in
a new levee further back from the
river,— under eminent domain, the

city has the right to remove

‘obstructions’ (houses) in the way of
that ‘infrastructure” (the setback
levee), paying homeowners ‘fair
market value for their homes.)

“After WSAFCA has selected a,
Preferred Project altemative,” said
Bessette, “the city will engage in
formal real estate acquisition pro-
ceedings with owners whose prop-
erties would be affected by the pro-
_]60 »”

“WSAFCA’s goal is to settle all

. real estate acqulsmons w1th the best

(RLTE

possible outcome for all parties
involved.”

Bessette said that Ken Ruzich,
WSAFCA General Manager and
General Manager of Reclamation
District 900, when asked about the
meeting with property. owners,
Ruzich told him, “We understand
how serious and sensitive this issue
is for property owners along South
River Road and we do not take that
fact lightly.

“We are in a situation where we
have to provide the highest level of
flood protection as quickly and
completely as possible for the entire
city. Unfortunately, benefits to the
whole city may come with unayoid-
able impacts to a few. We’re work-

ing diligently to achieve the greatest -

public benefit with the least private

illjul.}"!! .

Bessette said WSAFCA and the
Corps are hosting two public meet-
ings on Sept: 15: 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

and 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. “The project.

team will present study alternatives
and provide an opportunity for resi-

dents to learn about the
Environmental Impact
Study/Environmental Impact

Report (EIS/EIR), and provide
input on scope of investigations
conducted to prepare the EIS/EIR,”

he said. “Residents may also submit

written comments by visiting
wwwi cityofwestsacramento.org/city
Hlood. Comments will be accepted
until Sept. 26. He added, “The
Sacramento Bee published an arti-
cle on Aug. 27 that reported possi-
ble changes in the USACE regula-
tions about vegetation on levees.
These  changes illustrate the
dynamic regulatory circumstances
that govern the improvement, main-
tenance and funding of levees.
“WSAFCA is  coordinating
actively with (the Corps} so that
changes in the federal guidance are
integrated into WSAFCA’s pro-
gram, Wherever possible,
WSAFCA'’s Early Implementation

Program seeks to avoid or minimize

the loss of trees and other important

environmental and community

assets. '
“While the completed I Street EIP

and two EIPs under construction .

this year required removal of trees

" in otder to construct the levee

improvements and also to comply
with levee regulations, WSAFCA
was able to mitigate and will con-
tinue to mitigate the loss of trees by
creating and enhancing landscapes
and open spaces within the city that
directly benefit the commurmity.”
(EDITOR: If not the hawks.)

Bessette said West Sac “continues
to coordinate with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) on changes to the National
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)
and West Sacramento’s next flood
Zone des1gnatlon

“The city is presently rnapped as

a FEMA Zone ‘X.”” (EDITOR: An

‘X" designation means that cities so-
designated must engage in flood
protection ‘outreach’ programs,

such as informing citizens how to

obtain flood insurance, but does not
impact such things as whether
developers have to build houses on
stilts to keep them abové the flood
plain.} “Last year,” Bessette contin-
ued, “FEMA suspended the national
flood zone re-mapping process to
revise the agency’s protocol for
modeling flood plains. FEMA con-

tinues to work on the computer '

mo